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EDITORIAL
by Pierre-Yves Revol
President of the Fondation Pierre Fabre

In 2020, the global pandemic, still being felt around
the world at this writing, further strained the already
fragile healthcare systems of resource-poor countries.
Under such challenging circumstances, the Fondation Pierre Fabre
has done everything possible to ensure that its development initiatives
continue as much as context will allow and that the Foundation’s
partners have the means to cope with the Covid-19 pandemic.
It is satisfying to report that our projects have continued to move
forward despite such difficulties and we have managed to ensure,
without interruption, the contributions and assistance
we give to the most vulnerable populations. This is The Fondation Pierre Fabre has done
by virtue of the unwavering commitment of our staff everything possible to ensure its
at both our head offices and in the field, coupled
partners have the means to cope with
with the unfailing support of our partners, some of
whom we have been working with for many years the pandemic.
in places like Lebanon, Mali and Laos, and without whom nothing
would be possible.
Our truly exceptional model of a shareholding foundation that operates
its own programmes – as our founder, Pierre Fabre, intended – has also
helped solidify the trust our institutional and financial partners have
in us, entities whose support only increases with time.
The positive impact we have on the planet’s most disadvantaged
peoples continues to gain recognition, bringing us the beneficial
support of donors such as the Agence Française de Développement,
which is working beside us in the Central African Republic as we assist
victims of gender-based violence and is soon to be supporting other
causes that are important to us.

An interactive version of this annual report
is available on our website:

In 2021, we will take another major step forward by committing even
more substantial resources to our programmes.

WWW.FONDATIONPIERREFABRE.ORG
Click the pictograms on various pages to read more, see our videos and hear our podcasts.
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INTERVIEW
with Béatrice Garrette
Executive Director of the Fondation Pierre Fabre

An unprecedented health crisis greatly impacted the world
in 2020. How were the Foundation’s activities affected?
The Covid-19 pandemic slowed the implementation of some of our programmes
and forced us to adapt our practices in places such as in Asia, where the
Mékong Pharma Network was unable to continue in-person operations
as planned. For classes to resume despite instructors being prohibited from
travelling, we installed a distance-training tool – the Moodle platform – at partner
universities. This means the crisis actually served to demonstrate the value
of digital solutions in education and, naturally, healthcare. That was also the
theme of the Global South eHealth Observatory conference in October 2020:
we took stock of the many dematerialised initiatives that were implemented
to help combat the epidemic, which impacts the way public health is structured
in the long term.
The year 2020 was also important with respect to two key
dimensions of the Foundation’s work: replicating projects in new
areas and having them incorporated into national healthcare
systems.
It’s true that our actions in the field of dermatology and addressing sickle cell
disease continue to spread and gain momentum, such as in the Democratic
Republic of the Congo, where the Foundation has supported the Ministry
of Health in developing a national plan that includes
treatment of sickle cell disease in the minimum The crisis actually served
healthcare package. This is a first in sub-Saharan
to demonstrate the value
Africa.
In the Central African Republic, the treatment model of digital solutions in healthcare.
for helping victims of sexual violence developed in
the DRC by Dr Denis Mukwege was replicated in Bangui in 2020. Despite
the constant safety issues there, the NENGO project was born and that
work began in earnest thanks to the efforts of the Central African, Congolese
and French teams.
The Foundation has also strengthened its long-standing partnership
with the Order of Malta in Lebanon, in a country seeing economic
collapse and the runaway impoverishment of its peoples.
We’re now providing structural support to the Lebanese Association of the
Knights of Malta (ALCM), an organisation we’ve been working with for nearly
20 years, first by supporting the Khaldieh Medical-Social Centre, then a mobile
medical unit, established in the Beqaa Valley. Now the objective is to reinforce
the entire network of 11 health centres and six mobile medical units, spread
across the Lebanese territory, to respond to the urgent need for quality primary
healthcare – not only for Syrian refugees, but for the Lebanese population, as half
these people are now in poverty. The good news is that the Agence Française
de Développement has chosen to supplement the Foundation’s funding of the
ALCM for the next three years. These additional monies will help us go deeper
in our support for this organisation. The ALCM fights for solidarity and goodwill
between communities: its day-to-day, tangible efforts serve to give the population
hope and ensure it will be possible to rebuild the country.
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IMPROVING ACCESS TO
QUALITY HEALTHCARE
in the Global South

A FOUNDATION RECOGNISED AS BEING OF PUBLIC UTILITY
The Fondation Pierre Fabre was awarded charitable status on 6 April 1999, declared by the French
State as working in the public interest. It acts disinterestedly and independently to achieve its strictly
humanitarian goal. Its mission is to enable communities from the world’s less-advanced and emerging
countries, as well as those plunged into severe crises by political or economic upheaval and/or natural
disaster, to access the quality and levels of everyday healthcare and the widely used drugs defined by the
WHO as being essential to human health. This status allows the Foundation to receive public funding,
donations and bequests, and entails government oversight of the Foundation’s activities through the State’s
presence on the Board of Directors with two representatives.

A SHAREHOLDING FOUNDATION
The Fondation Pierre Fabre is the main shareholder of the Pierre Fabre
Group, with an 86% share. This organisation, unique in France at this
level of commitment, makes it possible to endow the Foundation with
sustainable means to finance its work. The Fondation Pierre Fabre
is not directly involved in the operational management of the Group,
devoting itself exclusively to performing the work set forth in its statutes.

Fondation
PIERRE FABRE
100 %
PIERRE FABRE
PARTICIPATIONS
86 %
PIERRE FABRE SA

AN OPERATING FOUNDATION
The Fondation Pierre Fabre designs and develops its own programmes in close collaboration with its
partners (health centres, doctors, universities, research centres, patient associations, health authorities,
international donors, etc.) to provide lasting and appropriate responses that can bridge inequalities
in access to quality healthcare. Active in some twenty countries, the Foundation’s work centres on neglected
pathologies and especially vulnerable populations that have tremendous needs, when funding to address
such needs is absent. As the Foundation is convinced that Western intervention models are not suited to
the challenges faced by the Global South, it keenly monitors technological and social innovations and acts
using a scale-up model through which proven projects are replicated in other territories with similar needs.
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IN
2020

35 PROGRAMMES
20 COUNTRIES
AND 5 AREAS
OF INTERVENTION

TRAINING OF
DRUG SPECIALISTS

COMBATING SICKLE
CELL DISEASE

ACCESS TO QUALITY
HEALTHCARE

Cambodia, Laos, Vietnam, Togo,
Madagascar

Burkina Faso, Cameroon,
Congo-Brazzaville, Ivory Coast,
Guinea, Haiti, Madagascar, Mali,
Democratic Republic of the Congo

Lebanon, Central African
Republic, Democratic Republic
of the Congo

DERMATOLOGY

2021 PROJECTS

Burkina Faso, Malawi, Mali,
Mauritania, Tanzania, Togo

Benin (training of drug
specialists), Côte d'Ivoire
and Niger (dermatology)

eHEALTH

Democratic Republic of the Congo,
Togo, Benin, Nigeria, Philippines,
Cambodia, India

THE FOUNDATION’S
investments
In 2020, the Foundation
committed 7.3 million euros
to its charitable mission.
In 2021, it will commit
12 million euros.

Distribution by area of intervention (in %)
OTHER ACTIONS
INCLUDING SUBSIDIES/
GRANTS TO NGOS

EHEALTH

9,5

TRAINING OF DRUG
SPECIALISTS

8,5

13

13

24
COMBATING SICKLE
CELL DISEASE

DERMATOLOGY

32
ACCESS TO QUALITY HEALTHCARE
FOR VULNERABLE POPULATIONS

Distribution by geographic area (in %)
OTHER GEOGRAPHICAL
AREAS

MIDDLE EAST

14,5

2,5

9

ASIA

74

42

scholarship students
in 2020, from 15 countries:
14 PhD, 7 Masters, 19 inter-university
degrees and 2 specialised degrees.

4research

programmes
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AFRICA
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HEALTH CRISIS

standing firm beside the most vulnerable
In the face of the Covid-19 pandemic, the Fondation Pierre Fabre
took several initiatives starting in March 2020 to support its partners in the Global South
and nursing homes in France’s Occitanie region.

SUPPORT FOR OUR PARTNERS IN THE GLOBAL SOUTH
The Foundation provided assistance to the staff
of partner healthcare structures that were on the front
line in battling the epidemic: nearly 30,000 bottles
of hand sanitiser gel (produced and donated by
Laboratoires Pierre Fabre), as well as 50,000 FFP2

(N95) mask were distributed to 16 partner health
centres in Africa (Mali, Burkina Faso, Senegal, DRC,
Cameroon, Côte d’Ivoire, Togo, Tanzania, Central
African Republic) and 10 health centres in Lebanon.

Despite transport challenges,
our partners managed to receive
the batches of gel and FFP2/N95
protective masks.

SOLIDARITY WITH NURSING HOME STAFF
AND RESIDENTS
Aware of the terrible developments in nursing homes
as the pandemic spread, the Fondation Pierre Fabre
took action in France for the first time in its history.
With the support of key sponsors associated with the
major sports clubs in Occitanie (Les Dauphins du TOEC,
the Stade Toulousain, the Toulouse Football Club and
the Castres Olympique), 50,000 cloth masks and
30,000 hand-hygiene and care kit donated
by the Laboratoires Pierre Fabre were distributed

to 245 facilities in the départements of the Tarn and
the Haute-Garonne. The Foundation also relied
upon logistical support from the 8th Marine Infantry
Parachute Regiment in Castres (a division of the French
Army) for this operation.
Other organisations in the region were also able to
benefit from the effort (Toulouse CCAS social services,
the regional council, non-profit organisations,
Tarn prefecture).
The Foundation relied upon
logistical support from
the French Army’s 8th
Marine Infantry Parachute
Regiment in Castres
and players of the Castres
Olympique football club
to distribute masks
and hygiene kits to nursing
homes in the Tarn.

Pierre Fabre Group
staff worked diligently
to package and ship
the care kits.
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2020
Highlights
JULY 2020

A SUNSCREEN FORMULA

to be locally manufactured for people with albinism
The Fondation Pierre Fabre makes available
to the international community the sunscreen
formula developed with the help
of Laboratoires Pierre Fabre.
This protective cream, perfectly suited
to the conditions of the Global South
(simple and inexpensive to produce,
stable in hot and humid environments),
has a high UV-protection factor (SPF +50)
and can be manufactured locally,
as the Foundation’s partners are already
doing to help prevent skin cancer in people
with albinism in Africa.

OCTOBER 2020

THE FOUNDATION
IS AWARDED PRESTIGIOUS
FRENCH PRIZE

SEPTEMBER 2020

for the Order of Malta in Lebanon

THE NENGO
PROJECT BEGINS

in the Central African Republic

The NENGO project began its operational phase
in September 2020. On 24 November 2020,
the treatment centre for victims of sexual violence was
officially opened in Bangui, capital of the Central
African Republic. This project, developed according
to the holistic model implemented by Dr Denis Mukwege
in the DRC, and co-funded by the Agence Française
de Développement and the Fondation Pierre Fabre,
will help more than 3,200 people over a four-year period.
Faced with a situation of generalised economic
and financial distress which plunged 4.5 million
Lebanese into poverty – and which was worsened
by the Covid-19 pandemic and the explosion in the
Port of Beirut in August –, the Fondation Pierre Fabre
significantly increased its support for the Lebanese
Association of Knights of the Order of Malta in 2020.
This NGO, a long-standing Foundation partner,
manages a network of 11 healthcare centres and
six mobile medical units that provide services to the
Lebanese and refugee populations free of charge.
Structural support will be provided to the NGO over
a period of three years with additional aid from the
Agence Française de Développement (AFD).
Fondation Pierre Fabre – 12

GLOBAL SOUTH
eHEALTH OBSERVATORY
CONFERENCE
Digital tools in times of health crises and the role
of eHealth in fighting epidemics: current headlines
guided the programme of the annual Global South
eHealth Observatory conference held on 15 October
at the Foundation’s headquarters. Five promising projects
were awarded prizes at this event and will receive one
year of technical and financial support.

AUGUST 2020

INCREASED SUPPORT

OCTOBER 2020

The Fondation Pierre Fabre is one of the three winners
of the 2020 Grands Prix du Rayonnement Français,
awarded by Minister of Europe and Foreign Affairs
Jean-Yves Le Drian. These prizes are designed to reward
entities that contribute to France’s positive world standing.
The Foundation was recognised for its commitment
to ensuring access to quality healthcare for the most
disadvantaged, especially to victims of sexual
and gender-based violence.

NOVEMBER 2020

A NATIONAL PLAN
TO FIGHT SICKLE CELL
DISEASE IN THE DRC
Developed with the support of the Fondation Pierre Fabre,
the national strategy to fight sickle cell disease was approved
by the DRC Ministry of Health Services Commission, marking
the incorporation of treatment for this disease in the system
health. The pilot phase will be implemented in three of
the country’s health zones for a period of three years.
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TRAINING
OF DRUG SPECIALISTS
TO PROVIDE ACCESS TO QUALITY MEDICINES

Pharmacy students at the faculty of Hanoi, Vietnam.
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TRAINING OF DRUG SPECIALISTS

KEY
EVENTS

CONTEXT
and challenges
Across the world, ensuring access to quality medicines depends on the ability
to train high-level professionals who have a lasting impact on medicationrelated practices and scientific culture. In low- and middle-income countries
– such as Togo and Cambodia, where the WHO reports less than one
pharmacist per 10,000 inhabitants – one in ten drugs is of inferior quality or
simply counterfeited. In the face of such alarming statistics, the Fondation
Pierre Fabre is committed to supporting training for drug specialists:
a long-term investment founded on close partnerships with local academic
authorities and French universities to ensure long-lived projects.

2021 PROJECT
BENIN

Training of drug specialists
in Benin and the sub-region.

Since 2020

VIETNAM, LAOS,
CAMBODIA

Mékong Pharma Network,
continuing education for
educators from four
South-East Asian pharmacy
faculties.

2015

LAOS

Midwifery training.

2012

6 PROGRAMMES
developed by the Foundation in 5 COUNTRIES.

2020

2019

VIETNAM, LAOS,
CAMBODIA

Master Mékong Pharma:
post-graduate training for
pharmacy students.

Since 2011
TOGO

13%

OF THE FOUNDATION
BUDGET

DEDICATED TO TRAINING
DRUG SPECIALISTS AND
PHARMACISTS IN 2020.

2 tenured professors
and 1 associate lecturer
in 2020 in Lomé, Togo.

2009

BENIN

The Cotonou Declaration
to alert the international
community to the scourge
of counterfeit medicines.

745 PHARMACY
STUDENTS

EDUCATORS

received specialised
training in 2020.

trained in faculties supported by the Foundation.

6

Since 2005

Creation and support of
a pharmaceutical curriculum at
the University of Antananarivo.

2005

2012

GUINEA CONAKRY

Renovation of the National
drug quality-control and staff
training laboratory.

2002
TO BECOME MIDWIVES,
PHARMACY ASSISTANTS
OR DRUG SPECIALISTS.

Renovation and development
of the Vientiane Faculty
of Pharmacy.

MADAGASCAR

partner universities
in Africa and Asia.

160 STUDENTS
GRADUATED IN 2020

Since 2006
LAOS

In 2020,

10

Support for the pharmacy
curriculum at the University
of Lomé.

2010

BENIN

Renovation of the medicationcontrol chain and awareness
campaigns.

2001

2007

CAMBODIA

Construction and support
of the Phnom Penh Faculty
of Pharmacy.
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TRAINING OF DRUG SPECIALISTS

INTERVIEWS

PROFESSIONALISING
PHARMACY SUPPLY CHAINS
and increasing their autonomy

Training students, upgrading instructors’ skills and
strengthening educational and technical capacities
are the three pillars of the work being done by the
Foundation to professionalise pharmacy supply
chains.
Recruited from the public, academic or industrial
sectors, these degreed pharmacists help to improve
skill levels along the entire medication supply
chain – manufacturing, distribution, control and
dispensing –, which directly impacts the quality
of healthcare products used by the populations
in need.

MÉKONG PHARMA NETWORK
In Asia, the Mékong Pharma Network project was
designed to capitalise on the work and collaborations
developed through the Master’s programme of the
same name created through the relocation of four
Master’s degrees from French universities in SouthEast Asia between 2012 and 2019. The objective
is to strengthen training and knowledge exchange
in pharmaceutical sciences at the Universities of Hanoi
and Ho Chi Minh City in Vietnam, Phnom Penh
in Cambodia and Vientiane in Laos.
The first seminar held in Phnom Penh had
45 participants who came to learn about issues
of analytical toxicology in February 2020. Starting
in the spring, to tailor the sessions to respect
restrictions imposed by the Covid-19 pandemic,
it was decided that the four partner universities should
be provided with the digital environment essential
for remote work. The servers and software necessary
for operating a distance-learning platform (Moodle)
are gradually being installed at each university with
the help of experts from the Agence Universitaire de
la Francophonie (AUF). The next objective is to train
IT specialists and instructors in using Moodle, which
will be done in 2021 by AUF experts at each school.

TRAINING THE INSTRUCTORS
Training instructors at the doctoral level is vital
to ensuring high-quality instruction is delivered
to future generations. To this end, in 2020, in Laos,
the number of educators holding a PhD increased
from three to six (five of whom received a grant from
the Foundation). Between 2017 and 2020, 36 of the
48 educators updated their knowledge (especially
in the disciplines of clinical, medicinal, hospital and
therapeutic pharmacy). The Faculty of Pharmacy of
Vientiane therefore has university staff with updated
scientific knowledge and a group of qualified instructors
at the highest level in their specialty. This result is thanks
to relentless investment and support by the Foundation
for more than 15 years.
In Togo, training initiatives for young teachers continued
despite the disruptions caused by the pandemic. Many
educational sessions were held remotely with major
modifications to curriculum timetables. Both teachers
and students laboured vigorously to produce lowercost hand sanitiser and other protective supplies for the
most disadvantaged.

GRANT PROGRAMME
In 2020, four healthcare professionals from subSaharan Africa (three physicians and one pharmacist)
were awarded a Foundation training grant following
a call for applications. All of them have agreed
to return to their home institutions after earning their
degree (see the interview with two doctoral students
supported by the Foundation, opposite). In each of its
areas of intervention, the Foundation is committed
to training personnel in healthcare-related domains.
In 2020, 42 grants or scholarships were awarded
to students representing 16 countries (see inset p. 19).

NOUDY SENGXEU

KOFFI KOWOUVI

Lecturer in analytical
chemistry at the Laos
University of Health Sciences
Faculty of Pharmacy, thesis
from the University of
Limoges (Evaluating the
Quality of Antiepileptics
in South-East Asia).

Industrial pharmacist,
galenic pharmacy assistant,
pharmacy curriculum at the
Faculty of Health Sciences
at Togo’s University of Lomé,
doctorate from the University
of Bordeaux (Pharmaceutical
Formulation of Methylene Blue
for Treating Malaria)

What role did the support you received from
the Fondation Pierre Fabre play?

What new prospects have these studies abroad
created for you?

Noudy Sengxeu: It was an opportunity for me to
pursue a doctorate that doesn’t exist in Laos and
for which there’s rarely a scholarship. After I got
my Master’s degree in quality assurance, I wanted
to focus on public health to explore the issues of
medication quality and accessibility in Southeast
Asia. I couldn’t have done it without the Foundation’s
support.

Noudy Sengxeu: The thesis I just defended centres
on the poor quality of drugs manufactured in SouthEast Asia for fighting chronic diseases. My plan
is now to develop an initiative to help the local
pharmaceutical industry strengthen its analytical and
quality control capacities, which will involve training,
awareness-raising and acquiring the appropriate
equipment.

Koffi Kowouvi: In Togo, there’s no way to specialise
in galenic pharmacy. Going abroad was the only
way to get the training I needed to bring the skill
back to Lomé. Without
I was very fortunate the Foundation’s support,
to gain specific I wouldn’t have had the
financial means to do it: I was
expertise that I share with very fortunate to gain specific
Togolese students. expertise that I share with
Togolese students through
things like lectures and lab work, as well as with the
Togolese scientific community.

Koffi Kowouvi: As we have a Foundation-funded
galenic pharmacy laboratory at the University of
Lomé, conditions have now been met for this key
discipline to be a complete part in the sector’s
activities and in securing the drug chain. Things have
now been set in motion: this year, I’m supervising
a thesis on professional practice in galenic pharmacy,
a first in Lomé, and am also helping optimise locallyformulated products to improve treatment for people
with albinism.

GOOD TO KNOW
Midwifery training in Laos
Since 2015, the support programme for the Department of Midwives of the Faculty of Nursing
at the University of Health Sciences of Laos has been contributing to efforts to combat maternal
and child mortality with the following results:
• 2 teachers with an international Master’s degree from Chiang Mai University, Thailand,
and 2 others being trained in 2020;
• 36 teaching missions;
• 101 midwives with a Bachelor’s degree since the start of the project, 87%1 working as
midwives and 13%1 as teachers, with 78%1 working in the provinces;
• 64 students supported in 2020.
Outlook 2021-2025
In view of the encouraging results of this project, a new phase is in development for a new
five-year project (2021-2025) designed to achieve sustainable development objectives
throughout the Laotian territory. Training activities will be offered from the central to provincial
levels, including initial and continuing training for teaching staff, students and alumni, as well
as nursing staff. In parallel, there will be awareness campaigns organised to address everyone
from the general public to health professionals to even the most isolated communities, as well as
activities to update and equip training and health centres in the most remote districts in need.
1 Data on 76 alumni from the classes of 2015 to 2019.
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TRAINING OF DRUG SPECIALISTS

LAOS, CAMBODIA, THAILAND
ACTIONS
This programme is based on the study of the pharmaceutical
quality of a pharmacological class (antiepileptics).
The medications are sampled in Laos, Cambodia and
Thailand from official distribution channels (pharmacies, etc.)
and grey/informal markets.

(2018-2020)

(2017-2021)

PARTNERS
Laos Ministry of Health -–Vientiane University
of Health Sciences –
Mahasarakham University of Thailand

ACTIONS
•Strengthen
the teaching
staff through
educational
scholarships
(Master’s,
PhD, national
competitive
teacher’s exams)
• Structure lessons
and organise
the pharmacy
curriculum
• Teaching support:
acquisition of
teaching materials
and teaching
assignments

5 years

(2018-2022)

ACHIEVEMENTS IN 2020
• 1 teacher in parasitology-virology
passed the competitive teacher’s
examination after completing
internships in Senegal and France
• 1 assistant in pharmaceutical
legislation and regulation is earning
a doctorate alternating between
Lomé and Strasbourg
• 1 assistant is earning a Master’s
and a doctorate in pharmacology
in Ouagadougou
• Acquisition of supplies and
laboratory practice equipment
• A technician hired to support
teachers’ technical work
• Teachers and students actively
involved in producing hand sanitiser
and other disinfectant solutions for
the most disadvantaged

PARTNERS
Togo Ministry of Higher Education and
Research – Togo Ministry of Health and
Social Protection – University of Lomé –
Universities of Bordeaux and Poitiers

MADAGASCAR
The Foundation supports the training of drug specialists in the Pharmacy Department of the University
of Antananarivo. An educator who defended her doctorate in pharmaceutical technologies in late 2020
has joined the teaching staff and is organising laboratory work projects for the students with teaching
materials purchased by the Foundation.
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UNDER DEVELOPMENT
PROSPECTION IN SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA TO
BROADEN SUPPORT FOR TRAINING DRUG
SPECIALISTS AND HEALTHCARE PROFESSIONALS
IN QUALITY CONTROL OF MEDICATIONS.

Budget: € 750,000

ACHIEVEMENTS IN 2020
•2
 teachers are earning a Master’s
degree in clinical pharmacy
•2
 teachers have completed their
Master’s degree in pharmacology
•3
 teachers are earning PhDs
in pharmacy practice, hospital
pharmacy and medication quality
control at Mahasarakham University
in Thailand
•1
 teacher who earned her
doctorate in phytochemistry and
pharmacognosy has returned to the
Faculty of Pharmacy
•S
 everal lessons have been updated
• The installations added to the model
pharmacy have led to substantial
improvements in clinical pharmacy
practice

LAOS
Support midwifery training at the Vientiane National
School of Midwifery
ACTIONS
• Expand teaching
capacity
•Support the
training of student
midwives
•Fund learning
equipment and
resources

CAMBODIA, LAOS, VIETNAM
Mékong Pharma Network, an expanded university space
for educators in pharmaceutical sciences
ACTIONS
• Provision
of scientific
informational
resources and
seminars
• Grants for
research missions
in France
• Specialised
training in Asia
and France
• Distance learning
platform with AUF
• Introduction of
collaborative
research
programmes

5 years

(2020-2024)

ACHIEVEMENTS IN 2020
• The global pandemic has had a
profound impact on the planned
programme and halted interuniversity exchanges.
• To remedy this situation, universities
have been provided with the
technical equipment, servers and
software necessary for distance
learning.
•S
 everal workshops will be held at
each university courtesy of the AUF
to train teachers in using the Moodle
platform.

PARTNERS
Agence Universitaire de la Francophonie –
University of Health Sciences of Cambodia
– University of Health Sciences of Laos –
University of Pharmacy of Hanoi – University
of Medicine and Pharmacy of Ho Chi Minh
City

Budget: € 1,750,000

5 years

Consolidate the pharmacy curriculum at the University of Lomé

Budget: € 521,432

ACTIONS
• Funding
of training
scholarships at
PhD, Masters
and continuing
education level
• Funding of
scientific and
educational
material
• Securing of
instructive
laboratory spaces
• Educational
engineering:
creation of
educational
laboratory
exercises

The Fondation Pierre Fabre has funded educational
studies for 207 students from Africa and Asia (including
133 Mékong Masters) since it was established.

PROJECTS

TOGO

Increase the skills of drug specialists in Laos

PARTNER
University of Limoges

 umber of scholarships in 2020: 42
N
• Inter-university degrees: 19
• Master: 7
• PhD: 14
• Specialised degrees: 2

5 years

(2015-2021)
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ACHIEVEMENTS IN 2020
• Update monitoring documents for
the Midwifery Department at the
Faculty of Nursing (alumni directory,
teachers’ directory)
• Help 2 teachers from the Vientiane
Midwifery Department to earn
international Master’s degrees at
Chiang Mai University in Thailand,
and have 2 others begin the same
instruction (first and second years)
• First delocalised train-the-trainers
workshop held by teachers from the
Midwifery Department of the Faculty
of Nursing on the theme “How to
provide proper continuous nursing
training to improve maternal and
child health in Laos”
• 8 outside speakers on teaching
missions to educate students (7 Lao
Anakhod, 1 Castres-Mazamet
hospital complex)
• Practical internships for 22 fourthyear students in provincial and
district hospitals
• Purchase of equipment and
educational material (course
materials, delivery kits, research
protocol)

PARTNERS
Laos Ministry of Health – Vientiane University
of Health Sciences in Laos - Faculty of Nursing
Sciences – Lao Anakhod Association –
Intercommunal Castres-Mazamet hospital
complex

Budget: € 393,450

3 years

LAOS

SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS
FOR HIGHER EDUCATION

Budget: € 175,000

CURRENT
PROGRAMMES
funding, support, training

RESEARCH PROGRAMME:
Assess the penetration of substandard
and/or counterfeit medicines

COMBATING
SICKLE CELL
DISEASE
THE WORLD’S LEADING GENETIC DISEASE

Pierre
Fabre
– 22Sickle Cell Disease in Bamako, Mali.
Child with sickle cell disease at a doctor’s appointmentFondation
at the Research
Centre
to Combat
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C O M B AT I N G S I C K L E C E L L D I S E A S E

CONTEXT
and challenges
Sickle cell disease is the world’s leading genetic disease and a major public
health issue for sub-Saharan Africa, where 75% of sickle cell births occur1.
The Foundation seized upon this urgent health problem in 2006 and has
since been pursuing sustained initiatives in diagnosis, treatment, awareness
campaigns and research. The Fondation Pierre Fabre, well-known as one of
the world’s key organisations involved in combating this disease, continues
to advocate to have sickle cell disease recognised as part of the global health
agenda and now helps to define structured institutional frameworks to ensure
effective patient treatment.

Haematology laboratory at Joseph Ki-Zerbo University in Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso.

KEY EVENTS

7 PROGRAMMES
supported by the Foundation in 10 COUNTRIES.
A long-term commitment since 2006.

24%

Since 2020

Since 2014

Supporting the Ministry
of Health in the development
of a national policy to combat
sickle cell disease.

Sickle cell disease
prevention, diagnosis
and treatment programme.

2019

Since 2014

ADVOCACY

34,951

OF THE FOUNDATION’S
BUDGET

doctor’s consultations
completed in 2020.

DEDICATED TO COMBATING
SICKLE CELL DISEASE
IN 2020.

29,084

screenings performed in 2020.

HAÏTI

“African Sickle-Cell Disease
Initiative”: signature of a joint
declaration with political and
scientific representatives
of 11 African countries to make
sickle cell disease part of the
global health agenda.

Neonatal screening and care
at the Saint-Damien paediatric
hospital.

2013

250,000
babies are born with sickle
cell disease each year
in sub-Saharan Africa.

22,991

patients enrolled in the programmes
operated by the Foundation
with its partners.

Opening of the Centre for Sickle
Cell Disease Research
and Outpatient Treatment
(CERPAD) in Saint-Louis, Senegal.
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2014

MADAGASCAR

2011
DRC

CAMEROON,
CONGO-BRAZZAVILLE,
MADAGASCAR, DRC,
CÔTE D’IVOIRE

2013

Support for sickle cell disease
treatment unit at the Monkole
Hospital Centre.

Since 2014

Joint platform programme
for improving the socio-health
care of sickle cell disease
patients.

1- PLOS Medicine 2013.

2012

Support for the Lutte contre
la drépanocytose association
(LCDM) programme to combat
sickle cell disease.

2015

SENEGAL

Nearly

Improving treatment of sickle
cell disease at the Bangui
paediatric complex.

GUINEA CONAKRY

Creation and support of pharmacy,
laboratory and blood transfusion
activities at the Sickle Cell Disease
Control Centre in Conakry.

2016

CENTRAL AFRICAN
REPUBLIC

Since 2019

1,520

HEALTH
PROFESSIONAL
trained in treating the disease
in 2020.

BURKINA FASO

BURKINA FASO

Since 2010
MALI

Creation and development
of the Research Centre to
Combat Sickle Cell Disease
(CRLD) in Bamako.

C O M B AT I N G S I C K L E C E L L D I S E A S E

PURSUING
LOCAL PROJECTS,

strengthening global
and international commitment
INCORPORATING PROGRAMMES
INTO HEALTHCARE SYSTEMS
The Foundation’s systemic approach, meant to increase
the impact and sustainability of the projects it supports,
further materialised in 2020 in the Democratic
Republic of the Congo with the development of a
national strategic plan to fight sickle cell disease that
was aligned with the National Health Development
Plan. This makes the DRC the first country in subSaharan Africa to include treatment for this disease
in its minimum healthcare package, on a par with
tuberculosis or malaria. The initial implementation,
to last for three years, begins in 2021.
A similar concept is being developed in Burkina Faso,
where the Foundation has been active since 2014.
A national programme was rolled out in 2020 (read the
interview opposite), achieved in very close partnership
with the Burkinabe Ministry of Health and co-financed
by the AFD. In Mali, support for the Research Centre
to Combat Sickle Cell Disease (CRLD) was renewed in
2020 using the same comprehensive approach. There,
clinical data is carefully gathered, the volume of which
holds significant potential for analysis, involving more
than 12,000 patients, nearly 10,000 doctor’s visits
and 60,000 laboratory examinations between January
and September 2020.
In Guinea, where sickle cell disease affects 20%
of the population (according to 2019 statistics
from the Donka National Hospital), the Foundation
works alongside the Centre to Combat Sickle-Cell
Disease and the SOS Drépanocytaires Guinée nonprofit organisation. In 2020, the pandemic delayed
completion of certain projects, such as creating
an analysis laboratory and a pharmacy centre, but
patient care continued, with nearly 2,000 consultations
between May and September 2020. The Foundation
is also active in the Central African Republic: in 2020,
support for the Sickle Cell Disease Research and
Treatment Centre was devoted to supplying medicines
and staff training.
In Haiti, neonatal screening and early diagnosis work
was extended to the two major public hospitals in
Port-au-Prince (State University of Haiti Hospital and
Universitaire de la Paix Hospital) and 2,000 children
with sickle cell disease were given treatment (medicines

INTERVIEW
PR. ÉLÉONORE KAFANDO
medical biologist and professor of haematology at the
Health Sciences UFR (training and research unit) at Joseph
Ki Zerbo University in Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso

and vaccines against the infections to which such
patients are particularly prone).

RESUMPTION OF THE PROJECT WITH
THE IECD
The multi-country support project that has been
carried out with the European Institute for Cooperation
and Development (IECD) since 2014 will come to an
end in March 2021. It will be partially taken over
by the Foundation, through funding requested from
AFD, and cover a four-country perimeter: the DRC,
Cameroon, Côte d’Ivoire and the Central African
Republic. Achievement in 2020: the design of a free
training space created with help from the Université
Numérique Francophone Mondiale (Worldwide
Francophone Digital University.) “E-Drépanocytose”
is designed to help healthcare professionals recognise
symptoms of, and screen for, this disease and provide
regular monitoring of sickle cell patients. This
e-learning module anticipates the prospect of an
increase in sickle-cell cases and an increased need
for personnel trained in treating the disease.

Yo u ’ v e b e e n w o r k i n g w i t h t h e F o n d a t i o n
Pierre Fabre since 2015: in what ways has this
collaboration evolved?

mapping of the incidence of sickle cell disease in the
country. Taken together, all these actions will help
improve patient care and quality of life.

The Foundation has invested in several key areas:
early screening, improving healthcare quality, raising
public awareness and strengthening physician
skills. In 2020, this partnership was formalised by
the signing of a three-year framework agreement
between the Fondation Pierre Fabre, the Burkina Faso
Ministry of Health and associations fighting sickle cell
disease. We will be jointly implementing the DREPAFASO project in an effort to develop a national policy
to fight sickle cell disease.

Do you already see changes in the field with
respect to recognition of the disease?

How will this specifically benefit sickle cell
patients?
The project encompasses improving diagnostic
processes through systematic screening of pregnant
women and new-borns, broadening access
to healthcare, training caregivers, generating greater
involvement by civil society and establishing clear

The Covid-19 pandemic disrupted our work in 2020,
but the results of our actions are nevertheless positive
thus far. With major advances: a better framework
for dialogue and experience-sharing, improved
networking for referring physicians, a process
to improve consistency
in medical practices and The fight against sickle
increased involvement on
the part of the Burkinabe cell disease is gaining
structure and momentum.
authorities.
There’s no doubt that the
fight against sickle cell disease is gaining structure
and momentum. And the Foundation is playing an
essential role.

OUR ACTIONS
Progress in research
programmes
The Foundation supports several
research programmes, such as
the IMPAS study with the Centre
Pasteur in Cameroon, the PRESERV
study conducted with the Hôpital
Henri Mondor in Paris, and the
pharmacological evaluation being
done with the Malagasy Institute for
Applied Research. In 2020, the results
of the MIDAS project, carried out with
Inserm Unit 970, show an excess
mortality of 25% in children under
10 born to sickle cell families
(patients with access to referral
healthcare structures).
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More than new-borns and children

70,000

will be screened
in Burkina Faso
by 2023.

GOOD TO KNOW
The impact of early screening
While sickle cell disease remains a major cause of infant mortality, early treatment can
significantly alleviate symptoms. This means that neonatal screening (before the age of six
months) is a key factor in reducing the infant mortality rate associated with the disease.
In Mali, the DREPATEST III study, conducted on 4,000 new-borns, compares the performance
of two rapid-screening tests and assesses the feasibility of systematic new-born screening.
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C O M B AT I N G S I C K L E C E L L D I S E A S E

HAITI

(2018-2020)

BURKINA FASO
Supporting the Ministry of Health in combating
sickle cell disease

7 years

(2013-2020)

3 years

(2019-2022)

PARTNER
Centre Pasteur in Cameroon

Budget: € 530,000

Development of the Research Centre to Combat Sickle
Cell Disease (CRLD)

Budget: € 198,341

CAMEROON
ANTICIPATED RESULTS
• Based on the study
results, institute adequate
educational and prevention
measures for people
having the trait.
The results of this study will
also help raise awareness
in the “malaria ecosystem”
about sickle cell disease.

PARTNERS
Gaston Berger University – Centre for Sickle
Cell Disease Research and Outpatient
Treatment Centre (CERPAD)

ACTIONS
• Strengthening of the early
detection system
• Access to quality healthcare
for sickle cell patients and
their families
• Training of health personnel in
diagnosis and treatment
• Improved understanding of
the disease among the general public
• Structuring of advocacy
actions

MALI

RESEARCH PROGRAMME
Study of the impact of the sickle cell trait
on malaria transmission – IMPAS
STUDY PHASES
• Recruit 5,000 healthy
individuals with sickle cell
trait
• Compare reinfection
dynamics between groups
• In mosquitoes, compare
malaria transmission by
analysing the blood of
subjects of the two groups

Improvement in socio-medical care for sickle cell disease
in sub-Saharan Africa

ACTIONS
• Funding healthcare
personnel and purchase
of medicines and
vaccines
• Establishment of a clinical
patient database
• Training programme for
healthcare personnel
• Decentralisation of sickle
cell disease treatment
activities in three health
districts (Kayes, Sikasso,
Ségou)
• Involvement in research
programmes

3 years

(2020-2022)
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ACHIEVEMENTS IN 2020
• 12,520 patients enrolled in
the group
• 12,730 consultations
• Involvement in nine television
programmes to raise
awareness
• Attendance at three scientific
forums
• 51% of patient records in the
group have been digitised

PARTNER
Mali Ministry of Health

3 years

(2018-2020)

ACHIEVEMENTS IN
2020
• Training of 1,332 health
professionals and students
(4,158 since 2018)
• 20,339 screenings
• 4,842 patients treated
• More than 125,000
people informed on
disease since 2018
(students, teachers,
pregnant women)

PARTNERS
Agence Française de Développement –
European Institute for Cooperation and
Development (IECD) – Malagasy Institute for
Applied Research (IMRA), Madagascar –
Health centres supported by IECD in Pointe
Noire, Brazzaville - Monkole Hospital in
Kinshasa, Democratic Republic of the Congo
– Yopougon teaching hospital; Institut Pasteur,
Côte d'Ivoire – Institut Pasteur, Cameroon

ACTIONS
• Support for creation
of laboratory and
pharmacy activities
• Support for training for
the centre’s healthcare
staff

3 years

(2019-2021)

ACHIEVEMENTS IN 2020
• Opening of the pharmacy and
laboratory
• 4,071 sickle cell consultations
• 1,086 hospitalisations
• 1,963 patients in the active
queue
• 4,225 people in patient group

PARTNER
SOS Drépanocytaires Guinée Association

CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC
Support for the Bangui Sickle Cell Research
and Treatment Centre
Budget: € 490,000

(2020-2023)

PARTNERS
Burkina Faso Ministry of Health – Sickle-cell
Disease Initiative Committee in Burkina –
Agence Française de Développement – Groupe
d’Intervention d’Hématologie Association

ACHIEVEMENTS IN
2020
• 3,997 screenings
carried out on 4,414
live births (80.2%)
• 50 children with sickle
cell disease diagnosed
and treated at CERPAD

Budget: € 600,000

3 years

Screening and early treatment of sickle cell disease
ACTIONS
• Implementation of neonatal
screening in the maternity ward
of the Saint-Louis teaching
hospital
• Begin activity in the maternity
ward at the Ngom referral
healthcare centre in Saint-Louis
• Samples are analysed in
the CERPAD laboratory and
children diagnosed with sickle
cell disease are treated in the
CERPAD outpatient care unit

Support for the Sickle Cell Disease Control Centre
in Conakry

CAMEROON, CONGOBRAZZAVILLE, MADAGASCAR,
DRC, CÔTE D’IVOIRE

SENEGAL

Budget: € 1,608,000

ANTICIPATED IMPACT
• Screening of 53,000 new-borns,
18,000 children under 2 and
7,000 pregnant women
• More than 500 healthcare
personnel trained in disease
treatment
• 1,200 children with sickle cell
disease to receive medical
treatment

ACTIONS
• Support for
development of a
national policy to fight
sickle cell disease
• Implementation of a
new-born screening
and early diagnosis
programme
•Improved patient care
• Reinforced healthcare
personnel skills
• Awareness campaigns

GUINEA

Budget: € 300,039

3 years

PARTNERS
Saint-Damien Paediatric Hospital – Université
de la Paix Hospital – State University Hospital
of Haiti – Sickle Cell Disease Association of Haiti

ACTIONS
• Training of centre staff in
treating sickle cell patients
• Training in initiatives to fight
the coronavirus epidemic,
recognising suspected carriers
and directing them to referral
healthcare facilities
• Supporting the supply of
essential generic drugs
necessary for treating sickle cell
patients

3 years

(2019-2021)

ACHIEVEMENTS IN
2020
• 7,883 patient
consultations
• 1,463 hospitalisations
• 121 health personnel
trained in treating sickle
cell disease and fighting
Covid-19

Budget: € 300,039

research

ACHIEVEMENTS IN 2020
• 4,748 screenings
• 1,354 patients enrolled in the
group
• Active queue of 920 patients
• Trained 65 healthcare personnel
• Held 3 awareness-raising
meetings with parents,
adolescents and hospital staff

PARTNERS
Sickle Cell Research and Treatment Centre
(CRTD) in Bangui – CAR Ministry of Health
and Population

RESEARCH PROGRAMME: epidemiological study on infant and child mortality attributable
to sickle cell disease in five sub-Saharan African countries – MIDAS
BURKINA FASO, CÔTE D’IVOIRE, MALI, DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO AND SENEGAL
ACTIONS
• Data collection by comparing mortality in infants and
juveniles from sickle cell families and non-sickle cell
families in a sample of 8,352 children

5 years

(2015-2020)

ANTICIPATED IMPACT
•H
 elp improve epidemiological understanding of the disease, which is still
inadequately characterised, thereby support advocacy actions

PARTNERS
Inserm unit headed by Professor Xavier Jouven - Institut Necker
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Budget: € 150,000

CURRENT
PROGRAMMES
screening, treatment, training,

ACTIONS
• New-born screening
and early diagnosis
• Patient monitoring
and treatment
• Training healthcare
personnel at SaintDamien Hospital
• Holding awareness
sessions

Budget: € 319,778

Sickle cell disease screening and treatment

HEALTHCARE
ACCESS
FOR VULNERABLE POPULATIONS
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Bulenga Hospital, RDC.

H E A LT H C A R E AC C E S S F O R V U L N E R A B L E P O P U L AT I O N S

KEY
EVENTS

CONTEXT
and challenges

Since 2020

CENTRAL AFRICAN
REPUBLIC

Fondation Pierre Fabre is committed to promoting healthcare access for
vulnerable populations at times of emergency and during humanitarian
crises. It provides this operational support as closely as possible to where
healthcare is needed, and helps its local partners in their work with victims
of conflict and displaced population groups. In 2020, the Foundation
intensified its support for Lebanon, where 20% of the population today are
Syrian refugees1, 80% of whom are women and children2.
In Africa, the holistic care model for victims of sexual and gender-based
violence originally developed in the Democratic Republic of the Congo
has been introduced in the Central African Republic, a country currently
in the grip of a particularly violent political and security crisis.

Since 2020
LEBANON

The Foundation and its
longstanding partner the Order
of Malta in Lebanon are
co-constructing a programme
to meet the needs of what is a
deteriorating health situation.
Support for the 11 health
centres and 6 mobile units
run by the Order of Malta in
Lebanon.

WAS DEVOTED TO PROVIDING
HEALTHCARE ACCESS FOR VULNERABLE
POPULATIONS IN 2020.

80%

DEMOCRATIC
REPUBLIC OF THE
CONGO

Joining forces with
Dr Mukwege to help treat
victims of sexual violence
in the Bulenga rural hospital,
South Kivu.

367

VICTIMS OF SEXUAL AND
GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE
in the Central African Republic
and the Democratic Republic of the
Congo received support between
September and December 2020.

2017

HAITI

2016

Working to prevent the risk
of a cholera epidemic in
the aftermath of Hurricane
Matthew.

MULTI-COUNTRY

In Lebanon

The first Occitanie region call
for projects (now an annual
event).

200,000 medical
interventions

of Syrian refugees
in Lebanon are women
and children.

MADAGASCAR

Since 2017

supported by the Foundation in the Central African Republic,
Democratic Republic of the Congo and Lebanon.

32%

2017

Construction and equipping
of a healthcare centre in the
Ambovombe District.

3 PROGRAMMES
OF THE FOUNDATION
BUDGET

Holistic care programme
for victims of sexual and
gender-based violence as part
of a consortium of international
partners.

2016

LEBANON

Creation of a mobile medical
unit serving the Beqaa Valley.

carried out across all the centres supported
by the Foundation in 2020.

2015

MADAGASCAR

Renovation of the Ranopiso
maternity unit.

2003

4,489

SENEGAL

people benefited from awareness programmes on sexual and gender-based violence
in he Central African Republic between September and December 2020.

2002

LEBANON

1 - European Commission 2020. 2 - The Conversation, 28 June 2020.
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Mobile medical unit serving the Beqaa Valley in Lebanon.

Beginning of the Foundation's
involvement in Lebanon with
support for the Khaldieh
dispensary operated by the
Order of Malta in Lebanon.

2016

Creation and support of the
Wassadou Medical Centre.

H E A LT H C A R E AC C E S S F O R V U L N E R A B L E P O P U L AT I O N S

DELIVERING A
HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE
for regions in crisis

REPLICATING THE CARE MODEL
FOR VICTIMS OF SEXUAL VIOLENCE
Since 2018, the Foundation has provided support for
the Bulenga Hospital, which cares for victims of sexual
and gender-based violence in the Democratic Republic
of the Congo. This centre is the second to be set up by
2018 Nobel Peace Prize Winner Dr Denis Mukwege,
and is located in the province of South Kivu, which
has been plagued by violent clashes for almost two
decades.
In 2020, Fondation Pierre Fabre and the Agence
Française de Développement (AFD) funded the
opening of a care centre based on the same model
in Bangui, Central African Republic, where 47%
of documented incidents are related to gender-based
violence (UNHCR 2020 report).
The NENGO project (NENGO means "dignity"
in the Sango language) aims to provide free and
coordinated care for more than 3,200 victims of
sexual violence over four years. There are two
gateways for accessing this "one-stop shop" model
– the Amitié Hospital and the Association of Women
Lawyers of the Central African Republic – which offers
victims medical, psychological, socio-economic
and legal support to give them the best-possible
opportunity to resume their place in society. Based on
a transfer of skills between Congolese and Central
African entities, NENGO also plays an active role in
preventing sexual and gender-based violence among
population groups.
The NENGO project is run by an international
consortium led by Fondation Pierre Fabre, which
provides both funding and operational field support.
The team seconded to Bangui has responsibility for
implementing the full range of project actions, from
caring for victims, the upgrading of the gynaecology
department and the maternity unit at the Amitié
hospital, to setting up an emergency accommodation
centre and training local teams. Between the start of
operations in September 2020 and March 2021,
nearly 500 victims had already joined the care
pathway.

INTERVIEW

STRUCTURAL SUPPORT FOR THE
ORDER OF MALTA IN LEBANON
MEDICAL NETWORK
2020 was also a year of transition in Lebanon, where
the Foundation has been active since 2002 in support
of the Lebanese Association of the Knights of Malta,
whose work here began in the 1980s. In response
to the deteriorating health situation in the country, an
expanded programme of support has been signed off
to cover the period from 2020 to 2022. Previously,
the support provided by the Foundation was focused
on the work done by the Khaldieh medical and social
centre and the West Beqaa Valley mobile medical unit,
but it has now been extended to cover the full range
of support services, from helping Syrian refugees
to working with destitute Lebanese populations.
The network of nine health centres includes six mobile
clinics, two centres for the care of the disabled and
three centres for the elderly.
The programme's priority activities are: general
and specialist training for medical centre teams,
screening campaigns, quality control of medicines,
epidemiological monitoring and improving
management of the network. Through its work, the
Foundation is supporting the implementation of
structural reforms for an NGO that plays a key role
in the Lebanese national health system. The network
found itself once more on the front line on 4 August
2020 following the explosion in the port of Beirut
(receiving the injured, supporting hospital staff,
providing psychological care, helping families who
had lost their homes, etc.).

¾

of Central
African women

suffering
gender-based
violence
are minors1.

1 - United Nations Police report, June 2020.
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DR. ROCH M’BÉTID
gynaecologist and obstetrician at the Amitié Hospital in Bangui
in the Central African Republic, which houses the free care unit
for victims of sexual and gender-based violence

Work started on the NENGO project in 2020,
but when did it actually go live?
We began providing care in mid-September 2020.
The message that our service was up and running is
circulating effectively, and more and more patients
are coming to us for help with issues such as genderbased violence, obstetric fistula, prolapse and genital
mutilation. As things stand at the moment, we don’t
yet fully cover the more remote districts, because the
roads around the capital
More and more remain closed due to the
patients are coming presence of armed rebels.
to us for consultation. As soon as peace returns,
Médecins Sans Frontières
will help us to identify just how many people need
our care and support.

Could you describe the working relationship
you have with your Congolese colleagues and
Dr Mukwege's team?
The team from Panzi hospital in the DRC, which
is where the holistic care model we are using

originated, came to work with us in Bangui to
transfer their skills and train the NENGO project
medical teams.
We may also expand our staff, depending on the
results of the needs assessment we plan to carry
out.

What are your expectations of a project such as
this?
The funding we receive from the AFD and the
Fondation Pierre Fabre gives the victims we treat
a real opportunity, because it allows us to extend
care to include psychological, socio-economic and
legal issues, and ultimately provides long-term and
appropriate response to the distress that they are
in. We’ll also be working with the Association of
Women Lawyers of the Central African Republic
to intensify our work on community awareness
of these issues. Our single goal is to help people
and uphold the rights of individuals, but especially
women.

GOOD TO KNOW
Renewed violence in the Central African Republic
Since the start of the Covid-19 pandemic, sex crimes in the Central African Republic have
increased by around 10%, and intentional assaults on women and children have increased
by 69%, according to a UN Police report published in June 2020. Health measures, such as
limited access to social services, have worsened the situation of women: they represent 97%
of the victims of gender-based violence.
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H E A LT H C A R E AC C E S S F O R V U L N E R A B L E P O P U L AT I O N S

5 TH CALL FOR
PROJECTS IN
THE OCCITANIE
REGION

CURRENT
PROGRAMMES
funding, care, support,
training

BANGUI, CENTRAL AFRICAN
REPUBLIC

(2020-2024)

OF NEW PATIENTS IN EARLY
DETECTION CAMPAIGNS FOR
VULNERABLE POPULATIONS
IN LEBANON.

• Ensemble pour l'hôpital Galagala - Support for
projects to develop new services and improve
existing services at the Sainte Jeanne-Antide Thouret
de Galagala Hospital in Ngaoundal, Cameroon,
as well as providing training for hospital staff.

3 years

(2018-2021)

PARTNERS
Dr Denis Mukwege Foundation – Panzi
Foundation DRC – Institut francophone pour
la justice et la démocratie

98
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ACHIEVEMENTS IN 2020
• 98 victims of sexual and
gender-based violence
treated free of charge
• 156 people welcomed into
the shelter
• 2 training sessions to help
medical and psychological
teams improve the standard
of care
• 4,489 people attending
public awareness sessions
on sexual and gender-based
violence

VICTIMS OF SEXUAL AND GENDERBASED VIOLENCE TREATED FREE OF
CHARGE AT BULENGA HOSPITAL
(DRC) IN 2020.

LEBANON

• Chelonea - Upgrading operational improvements
to a health centre on Katrack Island in the Republic
of Guinea’s Tristao Archipelago.

Support to the network of primary healthcare that is run
by the Lebanese Association of the Knights of Malta
Budget: € 521,065

from the AFD to combat Covid-19)

ACTIONS
• Funding for the medical
and psychological care
of victims
• Construction of a victims’
shelter
• Support with the running
of the hospital

ACTIONS
• Prevention, early
detection and
treatment of the
most vulnerable
in society
• Medication
management
• Training
for primary
healthcare centre
staff
• Epidemiological
monitoring
• Stronger
governance

4 years

(2020-2024)

ACHIEVEMENTS IN 2020
• 200,000 medical interventions in
2020
• A very significant increase in the
frequency of Lebanese people visiting
the mobile medical unit between 2018
and 2020 (up from 13% to 25%),
while the proportion of the Syrian
population using its facilities fell from
87% to 75%
• 42% of new patients in early detection
campaigns
• More human resources recruited for
the centres
• Installation of a health information
system in all centres and mobile
medical units, and implementation
of procedures

PARTNERS
Malta-Lebanon Association; Lebanese
Association of the Knights of Malta

• Rouergue Androna - Providing humanitarian
support for education and healthcare in the town
of Mandritsara and its surrounding region in northern
Madagascar.
Budget: € 2,900,000

PARTNERS
Agence Française de Développement –
Panzi Foundation DRC – Dr Denis Mukwege
Foundation – Institut francophone pour la
justice et la démocratie – Association of
Women Lawyers of the Central African
Republic of the Central African Republic –
Amitié Sino-Centrafricaine teaching hospital
complex (Hôpital de l’Amitié)

The Foundation call for projects has been
an annual event since 2016, and is designed to
support health cooperation entities in the Occitanie
region of France.

Comprehensive care for victims of sexual
and gender-based violence

Budget: € 5,400,000 (additional grant of € 1.2 million

4 years

ACHIEVEMENTS IN 2020
• 269 people have joined the
care pathway since September
2020
• Refurbishment of the obstetrics
and gynaecology department
offices
• Capacity building for the
staff in the gynaecology and
obstetrics unit of the Amitié
hospital and members of the
Association of Women Lawyers
• Covid-19 initiatives: purchase
of equipment and materials,
and provision of hygiene
training

42%

BULENGA, DEMOCRATIC
REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO

Creation of a multidisciplinary care centre for victims
of sexual violence
ACTIONS
• Renovation of a
hospital to provide
medical care
• Capacity building for
the psychiatric unit,
and public awareness
campaigns
• Capacity building
for the Association of
Women Lawyers of
the Central African
Republic
• Training in incomegenerating activities

In 2020, five associations in the Occitanie region
were selected following a call for projects to receive
one-off financial aid to support implementation
of their health development initiatives for
underprivileged population groups in the Global
South.
The winners received their awards at a ceremony
hosted at the Foundation headquarters, which
was followed by a special broadcast by the radio
stations RCF Occitanie and Radio Présence, both of
which are available for replay.

• Sen Solidarité 66 - Preventive and health promotion
initiatives and partnerships in conjunction with public
health entities to improve access to care for people
living in extremely challenging circumstances.
Structuring the management of chronic wounds
and complex dressings as part of adapting
to meet the needs of local people and delivering
more effectively on the expectations of the rural
populations in Senegal.
• Via Sahel Muret - Helping sub-Saharan population
groups to improve their daily lives through proactive
integrated development and empowerment. Country
of intervention: Burkina Faso.
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A health worker in Ethiopia uses
the Safe Delivery skills development app.

eHEALTH
LEVERAGING TECHNOLOGY
TO IMPROVE HEALTHCARE
IN THE GLOBAL SOUTH
Fondation Pierre Fabre – 38
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e H E A LT H

CONTEXT
and challenges
The countries of the Global South often suffer from a shortage of trained
health workers and insufficient health and transport infrastructures, but at
the same time, they do benefit from a high penetration rate of mobile and
internet-based services. This reality opens up new public health opportunities
for populations that are unevenly distributed across countries, because
today’s Information & Communication Technologies (ICTs) make it possible
to shrink distances, train healthcare personnel, cut costs and provide
assured and effective patient follow-up. To help local entities seize these
opportunities, Fondation Pierre Fabre has developed monitoring, research
and support programmes covering every aspect of e-health.
A pioneering commitment.

The Peek Vision app: an e-health solution
for ophthalmology examinations.

KEY EVENTS
2020

2018

"ICTs and health crises: digital
tools on the front line of the fight
against epidemics".
More than 165 projects
documented on the Observatory
platform.

"eHEALTH: Local Expertise
for Global Development".
Six winning projects awarded
financial and technical support.

5TH ODESS
CONFERENCE

34 eHEALTH PROJECTS

2017

funded and supported
by the Foundation since 2016.

2nd ODESS
CONFERENCE

Since 2018
MALI

9.5%

OF THE
2020 BUDGET

WAS DEVOTED TO eHEALTH

3,000

Internet users streamed
the 2020 Global South
eHealth Observatory
conference.

165

INITIATIVES
DOCUMENTED
and indexed in the Global South
eHealth Observatory database

international conferences
hosted by the Observatory

were streamed
online.

"Toward an Integration of
eHealth in Public Health
Systems". Nine winning projects
awarded financial and technical
support.

Creation of the eHealth
degree with three
African universities.

2019

LA FONDATION
DE L’AVENIR

"Capacity Building and Data
Sharing". Five winning projects
awarded financial and technical support.

becomes a partner and
supports the eHealth
Observatory awards.

2016

2018

1st ODESS
CONFERENCE

MALI

Nine winning projects
awarded financial
and technical support.

Creation of the Digi-S@nté-Mali
Digital Health and Innovation
Centre at the University of
the Sciences, Techniques and
Technologies in Bamako:
French-speaking Africa’s first
physical centre dedicated to
digital health and innovation.

2015

2018

DEVELOPMENT
SUPPORT FOR
ECHOPEN

2018

SIGNATURE OF
A PARTNERSHIP
AGREEMENT
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2017

4TH ODESS
CONFERENCE

80 countries benefited from
these initiatives.

5

3RD ODESS
CONFERENCE

with the Asia e-Health
Information Network (AeHIN),
the most active eHealth network
in Asia.

2015

CREATION
OF THE GLOBAL
SOUTH EHEALTH
OBSERVATORY
(ODESS)

a low-cost open source
echostethoscope.

e H E A LT H

PROMOTING AND
COORDINATING

the most promising eHealth initiatives
eHEALTH PLAYS A CENTRAL ROLE IN
THE HEALTH CRISIS
Created by Fondation Pierre Fabre with support from
the Agence Française de Développement (AFD) and
the Agence Universitaire de la Francophonie (AUF),
the Global South eHealth Observatory naturally
monitored the implementation of digital solutions in
response to the health crisis during 2020.
The annual Observatory conference on the subject of
"ICTs and health crises: digital tools on the front line of
the fight against epidemics" was held on 15 October
in a mixed format of physical attendance and remote
attendance. It attracted a record audience, including
around 3,000 live streaming connections; 2.5 times
more than in the previous year.

FIVE PROJECTS SUPPORTED BY THE
FOUNDATION IN 2020
The Observatory's five winning projects of 2020 were
selected by its committee of experts from among
78 entries and following a monitoring process and
call for entries at the end of 2019, with the prize
winners receiving their awards at the conference.
All will receive technical and financial support from
the Foundation for a year.
- Anemiapp, RDC: an app for connecting sickle cell
patients and providing them with information and
advice.
- eCentre Convivial, Togo: an app that provides
advice on sexual and reproductive issues.
- Reach52, Philippines and Cambodia: a digital tool
for identifying the health needs of disadvantaged
populations and offering packages of services tailored
to the resources provided by public, private and nonprofit entities.
- TT Tracker, multiple countries: a tool for recording
and monitoring trachoma (trachomatous trichiasis or
TT, a neglected tropical disease) patients and surgical
performance.

- The Guinea Epilepsy Project (a winner in 2018):
integrating artificial intelligence with a smartphonebased electroencephalography (EEG) solution for
epilepsy diagnosis in Guinea.
A total of 34 initiatives have now received support
from the eHealth Observatory, and 165 projects are
documented in the database freely accessible on the
www.odess.io website.

SECOND CLASS OF THE eHEALTH IUD
The first specialist eHealth further education
programme in French-speaking Africa, the Healthcare
Innovation and Practices inter-university degree (DIU)
was created in 2019 under the terms of a partnership
between the Foundation and the Universities of
Bamako (Mali), Dakar (Senegal) and Abidjan (Ivory
Coast). Its aim is to promote and facilitate the
coordinated and effective transformation of digital
health practices in order to achieve greater consistency
and efficiency.
The class of 2020 included 21 students from
12 African countries, 18 of whom were able to attend
thanks to a Fondation Pierre Fabre scholarship.
At the same time, the Foundation continues to
support the Digi S@nté Mali centre of expertise
hosted by the University of the Sciences, Techniques
and Technologies in Bamako. In 2020, Digi S@nté
Mali was used extensively by teaching staff from the
medical and pharmacy faculties, all of whom received
training on how to use the e-learning platform and
webcasting software to live stream their lessons.

The 5th Global South
eHealth Observatory
conference was live streamed
by participants from

Fondation Pierre Fabre – 42

20
countries

INTERVIEW
PR. ANTOINE GEISSBUHLER
Chief Medical Officer, Department of eHealth and Telemedicine,
Geneva Hospitals, member of the Global South eHealth
Observatory expert group

What do we currently know about the potential
of ICTs for improving access to healthcare
in the Global South?
Digital tools have been introduced to improve health
services in developing countries for two decades now,
but because there have been so many initiatives,
results inevitably vary widely. The challenge today is
to learn from our successes and failures by applying
a properly scientific
The crisis has approach to learning.
We can only help decisionaccelerated the pace makers to make the right
of eHealth project choices if we can agree on
development the basic requirements in
terms of project longterm sustainability, public
health benefits or the guaranteed digital sovereignty
of nation states.

Has the global health crisis impacted this
proliferation of initiatives?
The crisis has very significantly accelerated the
development eHealth projects, just as it has for all
digital tools.
At the same time, it has also revealed the risk of
fragmentation and highlighted the need to unite all
those involved around developing a common strategy.

Is that then your aim in joining the Global
South eHealth Observatory expert group?
Absolutely, because it is only by learning from
each other that we will avoid repeating our
mistakes. Working through the Observatory allows
us to join up the efforts of e-health entities with
complementary approaches, which could help us to
formalise genuinely good practices in digital health.
Our ultimate goal is to promote and encourage
innovation without losing our way among a confusion
of low-impact initiatives. Which is why I am delighted
to be involved in the work of the Observatory.

GOOD TO KNOW
The health crisis is stimulating the progress of eHealth in Africa
The Covid-19 pandemic has proved to be a powerful catalyst for innovation
and led to the emergence of many new digital health projects in Africa during 2020.
As Matshidiso Moeti, WHO Regional Director for Africa, puts it: “It’s great to see the youthful
energy of the continent fired up to fight COVID-19 [...] An opportunity to drive forward
innovation, ingenuity and entrepreneurship in life-saving health technologies”.
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CURRENT
PROGRAMMES
funding, support, training
MALI

Since
2018

ACHIEVEMENTS IN 2020
• The second class of 21
students from 12 African
countries
• 18 students awarded
scholarships, including
7 women
• Students from health
ministries, digital economy
and communication
ministries and universities,
as well as community
health professionals and
entrepreneurs and managers
working in health and social
development roles
• 100% graduation rate
• Distance learning and
the hosting of a one-week
hackathon in Bamako for all
students

PARTNERS
University of the Sciences, Techniques and
Technologies of Bamako – Cheikh Anta Diop
University of Dakar – Félix Houphouët Boigny
University of Abidjan

FOUNDATION SCHOLARSHIPS FOR TWO eHEALTH
MASTERS STUDENTS
The Pierre Fabre Foundation is providing funding for two students - one from Indonesia and the
other from Cambodia - undertaking the Data Science for Healthcare and Clinical Informatics
Master's degree course. The course at Mahidol University in Thailand is led by Professor Boonchai
Kijsanayotin, Chairman of the Asia eHealth Information Network (AeHin).
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Budget: € 40,000

ACTIONS
• Remote and face-toface learning
• A hackathon hosted
in the Digi-S@nté Mali
laboratory
• Financial and logistics
support for students
(scholarships)
• Dissemination of key
information to kickstart, plan, implement
and evaluate eHealth
projects
• Identifying and
supporting national
eHealth ambassadors
around a common
culture to promote
the coordinated
development of
interoperable and
complementary
solutions

Full information and the video library are
available at www.odess.io.

INDIA
Khushi Baby: a connected pendant that centralises children’s
health data, which can then be accessed by health workers
using a mobile app and by health authorities
via a dashboard interface.
ACTION
• Khushi Baby,
winner of eHealth
Observatory awards
in 2017 and 2019,
is now receiving
increased funding
and technical
support to expand
the solution in the
Udaipur district
to include around
1,000 villages
and 600,000
beneficiaries by
2022.

Since
2020

ACHIEVEMENTS IN 2020
• Rollout in the state of Rajasthan
to provide medical follow-up for
more than 200,000 mothers and
children
• 66% increase in immunisation
coverage
• 26% decrease in malnutrition
cases
• The digital census module has
been adapted and used in
Covid-19 screening campaigns
among the most vulnerable
populations
• Khushi Baby was selected as
lead technical support partner
by the Rajasthan Medical,
Health & Family Welfare
Department in 2020

PARTNER
Khushi Baby

MALI
The centre for innovation and digital health at the Science,
Technical and Technologies University of Bamako

Budget: € 35,000

Since
2016

PARTNERS
Agence Universitaire de la Francophonie –
Agence Française de Développement – Fondation
de l'Avenir - Asia eHealth Information Network

Budget: € 294,000

The Global South eHealth Observatory
ACHIEVEMENTS IN
2020
• 5 winning projects
supported for 1 year
• 5th international
conference on the subject
of ‘ICTs and health crises:
digital tools on the front
line of the fight against
epidemics’
• 3,000 people from some
20 countries attended the
2020 conference online

> 5 annual international and online
conferences hosted.
> 40 field surveys conducted.
> 165 initiatives documented
and indexed.
> 34 initiatives supported.
> 80 beneficiary countries.

eHealth Interuniversity Degree (IUD):
"Healthcare Innovation and Practices"

ACTIONS
• Renovation
of premises
• Supply
equipment,
furnishings,
computer
hardware
(server,
computers,
video projectors
and printers)
• Internet
connection

Since
2018
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ACHIEVEMENTS IN 2020
• Installation of an educational server
by teaching staff from the medical
and pharmacy faculties to provide
online lessons for students at all
levels
• Training for teaching staff in how
to use the e-learning platform and
Dudal webcasting software for live
lessons
• Use of the centre by teaching staff
to run distance learning during
the pandemic

PARTNER
University of Sciences, Techniques
and Technologies of Bamako

Budget: € 40,000

AFRICA, SOUTHEAST ASIA,
INDIA
ACTIONS
• Creation of an open-source
database of eHealth initiatives
that have a positive impact
on improving access to
healthcare for the poorest in
society
• Field surveys to document
initiatives
• An annual call for proposals
to identify and support
initiatives
• An annual conference hosted
at Foundation headquarters
with presentations from
international experts
• Live webcasts for AUF digital
campuses
• Financial and technical
support for winning projects

SINCE THE CREATION
OF THE GLOBAL
SOUTH eHEALTH
OBSERVATORY

DERMATOLOGY
FILLING THE CARE GAP

Dermatological examination of a child with albinism inFondation
Tanzania.
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CONTEXT
and challenges
In sub-Saharan Africa, where there is a high prevalence of skin diseases and
a shortage of dermatologists, Fondation Pierre Fabre has developed the twopronged approach of providing access to diagnosis and an initial level of care
in peripheral care centres alongside the rollout of remote expert diagnosis
when a specialist opinion is required. Initially introduced in Mali in 2015,
the model has since been transferred to Mauritania, Togo and - soon - Niger.
The Foundation also supports programmes for people with albinism,
a genetic disease that can affect as many as 1 person in 1,000 in some parts
of Africa (compared with 1 in 20,000 in North America and Europe, according
to WHO statistics).

7 PROGRAMMES

Adjoa works in the sunscreen production unit of the National Association
of People with Albinism in Togo (ANAT).

KEY EVENTS
PROJECTS IN 2021

2017

Programme to support people
with albinism.

First African Teledermatology
Conference in Bamako.

CÔTE D'IVOIRE

supported by the Fondation in 8 COUNTRIES.

MALI

NIGER

13%

2016

Teledermatology
programme.

OF THE FOUNDATION
BUDGET

WAS DEVOTED TO DERMATOLOGY
IN 2020.

11,218

remote consultations
in 2020.

47,671

CONSULTATIONS
FOR THE SCREENING

Development and provision
of a sunscreen formulation.

2016

2019

Support for the Persis Medical
Centre to help combat noma
in Ouahigouya.

TANZANIA / MALAWI

BURKINA FASO

Prevention and early-stage
treatment of skin cancers
in albinism sufferers.

Prevention and treatment
of skin diseases in people
with albinism (pilot phase).

Since 2015
MALI

Pilot teledermatology
programme later extended
to cover the whole country.

TOGO

Prevention and treatment
of skin diseases in people
with albinism.

2015
Since 2018

TOGO / MAURITANIA
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Since 2016

Since 2019

Since 2018

health workers received
training on common skin
diseases in 2020.

2018

BURKINA FASO

TOGO

Second African
Teledermatology Conference
in Lomé.

jars of sunscreen distributed
free of charge in 2020.

306

Introduction of prevention
and early-stage treatment
of skin cancers in people
with albinism.

2020

and management of skin diseases
in people living with albinism
performed in 2020.

TELEDERMATOLOGY

4,026

ALBINISM

MALI

Implementation of a
teledermatology pilot programme
based on the model developed
in Mali.

TOGO

2019

Support for the Tawaka
non-profit organisation to treat
keloid scars at the
Tchannadé-Kara dispensary.

D E R M ATO LO GY

INTERVENTION
INITIATIVES

with high replication potential
TELEDERMATOLOGY FOR REMOTE
DIAGNOSIS
The second phase of the TeleDermali rollout in Mali
was completed in 2020 to create a national network
of 89 health centres with staff trained in the diagnosis
and management of common skin diseases and the
use of the remote transmission platform. Between
October 2015 and October 2020, more than 3,000
cases had received specialist advice.
In Mauritania, a country covering a million square
kilometres with no dermatologists whatsoever outside
its capital Nouakchott, the Foundation has been
working with the Mauritanian Dermatology Society
since 2018. The pilot phase here was completed in
2020 with the inclusion of 13 health facilities, which
together treated more than 2,900 patients during
the year. In Togo, the first phase of the project was
completed in 2020, having provided training for
52 health workers. The fourth beneficiary country is
Niger, where the three-year project will begin in 2021.
In addition to these initiatives, and to respond
positively to the needs expressed by the subcontinent’s
dermatologists during the African Teledermatology
Conference, the Foundation signed a new agreement
in 2020 with the Faculty of Medicine, Pharmacy and
Odontostomatology at Cheikh Anta Diop University
in Dakar, Senegal.
The aim of the new agreement is to upgrade a
dermatopathology laboratory to enable examination
of patient samples and provide teaching facilities.

ALBINISM AND SKIN CANCER
PREVENTION
The Foundation is also active in working with
people suffering from albinism, who, as a group,
are particularly exposed to skin cancers and
ophthalmological complications, despite the fact that

INTERVIEW

simple and effective preventive measures already exist
(sunscreens, full coverage clothing, sunglasses, etc.).
In Mali, the second phase of the Albi Mali programme
was launched in 2020 in conjunction with the Bamako
Dermatology Hospital and the SIAM (Solidarité pour
l'Insertion des Albinos au Mali) non-profit organisation.
It targets 1,500 people through awareness-raising
campaigns, medical follow-up, school education and
support for income-generating activities.
The project underway with Standing Voice in Tanzania
and Malawi was reviewed in 2020 to provide guidance
for the next phase, which is due to begin in 2021.
A number of major awareness-raising events were
run in Togo during 2020, as well as dermatological
and surgical consultation campaigns. These activities
resulted in three scientific publications and a doctoral
thesis in medicine at the University of Lomé.
In Burkina Faso, the ALBI-FASO programme run with
the Burkino Faso Society of Dermatology and the
Burkino Faso Association for the Integration of People
with Albinism, has trained 47 doctors and nurses in the
treatment and management of albinism.
The distribution of locally produced sunscreen is a vital
part of all these projects.
In 2020, a new and original formula was developed for
the Foundation and made available to its partners and
the international community. Free to use, it is particularly
well suited to the context of sub-Saharan Africa: low
cost, stable in hot and humid environments, easy to
manufacture and providing a level of sun protection
that meets recognised international standards.

89
health

centres

Fondation Pierre Fabre – 50

nationwide included in the
TelederMali programme between
2015 and 2020 (compared with
the 80 initially planned).

DR. MARIEM KEBE
skin allergy specialist and General Secretary
of the Mauritanian Society of Dermatology (SMD)

SMD is a partner in the teledermatology
programme launched in Mauritania with help
from Fondation Pierre Fabre. How did the
project progress in 2020?
We have now completed the first phase of the rollout
in three regions with 13 health facilities: 10 health
centres and 3 hospitals. We have trained the health
workers and provided them with all the tools
available on the remote
Providing a high-quality diagnosis platform. In
medical service to 2020, three supervision
assignments allowed us
population groups who to meet around 1,200
would otherwise patients face-to-face.

have nothing at all.

In total, more than 1,700
cases were uploaded to
the platform, with an average diagnosis turnaround
time of 7 hours.

Has the health crisis disrupted the rollout
of the programme?
The start of the project was delayed for
administrative reasons, and the impact of the
Covid-19 pandemic on our work was that health
facilities saw a sudden and drastic fall in patient
attendance.

What promise does teledermatology hold out
for a country like Mauritania?
This is an essential issue for patients with no access
to adequate medical care, and very few regions
of this country have any local dermatologists.
Some Mauritanians have no choice but to travel
more than 1,000 km for a follow-up appointment
for atopic dermatitis or acne. So for the Mauritanian
Dermatology Society, the Fondation Pierre Fabre
partnership is a unique opportunity to provide
a high-quality medical service to population groups
who would otherwise have nothing at all.
Togo and Burkina Faso are both now working on
programmes to improve care for albinism sufferers.

GOOD TO KNOW
A centre of excellence in Bamako
The Foundation is supporting the skills and expertise development programme run by the
Bamako Dermatology Hospital in Mali, which aspires to become a centre of excellence
in sub-Saharan Africa for dermatology care, training and research. Construction of a new
consultation unit is currently at the project stage. Providing care for people with albinism
is under consideration as part of this process.
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PROGRAMMES
FOR PEOPLE WITH
ALBINISM

MALI

(2018-2020)

(2018-2022)

PARTNER
Togolese Society of Dermatology and
Sexually Transmitted Infections (SOTODERM)

MAURITANIA
ACTIONS
• Development of a
teledermatology
platform
• Training of
health workers
and provision of
equipment for
peripheral centres

2 years

(2018-2020)
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RESULTS OF THE 2018-2020
PILOT PROGRAMME
•3
 administrative regions of
Mauritania covered
(11 departments)
• 13 health facilities incorporated into the programme
• 29 health workers trained
• 2,991 patients attended consultations with dermatologists
based in Nouakchott (including
1,795 via remote diagnosis)

PARTNERS
National Telemedicine Programme of
Mauritania – Mauritanian Dermatology
Society

(2020-2022)

(2020-2023)

PARTNERS
The non-profit organisation Solidarité pour
l’Insertion des Albinos du Mali – Bamako
Dermatology Hospital

ACTIONS
• Introduction of mobile
clinics hosting consultations
to diagnose and treat skin
diseases in people with
albinism
• Training community
dermatologists in
screening, treatment and
minor surgical techniques
• Providing awareness and
education sessions on the
dangers of sun exposure
• Producing and distributing
free sunscreen and hats

4 years

(2016-2020)

PARTNER
Standing Voice

PROGRAMME
ACHIEVEMENTS
• 15 of Tanzania’s 31
regions covered / 4 of 26
regions in Malawi
• A network of 75 mobile
clinics deployed
• 4,488 patients monitored
by the programme
• 33 community
dermatologists trained
• 11,000 hats and jars of
sunscreen produced and
distributed

ANTICIPATED OUTCOMES
• 4 months of training for
the 2 technicians in the team
• Provision of training for an
assistant dermatologist in the
dermatopathology department
of Henri Mondor Hospital
(the Health Research Training
Unit (UFR) of the University Paris
Est Créteil)
• Donation of state-of-the-art
dermatopathology equipment
• Quality control of 10 samples
per month
• Donation of educational
resources
• 9 scholarships providing
6 months of training
for 9 students from the sub-region
of West Africa

PARTNERS
Department of Dermatology at the FMPO/
UCAD – CHU Henri Mondor – Department
of Pathology (Créteil) in Bamako

TOGO

TANZANIA / MALAWI

Budget: € 152,000

PARTNERS
Bamako Dermatology Hospital –
Telemedicine Network for French-speaking
Africa (RAFT) – Bamako Faculty of Medicine,
Pharmacy and Odontostomatology (FMPOS) – Centre d’Expertise et de Recherche en
Télédermatologie et en e-Santé (CERTES)

5 years

(€ 85,046 in Foundation funding)

2 years

IMPACT 2015-2020
• 3,039 (1,493 in 2020
alone) cases referred
via the Bogou remote
diagnosis platform
• 89 (including 14 in
2020) peripheral health
centres involved
• 177 (including 48 in
2020) health workers
trained in common
dermatoses and the use
of digital tools
(94 doctors, 56 nurses,
25 dermatologists and
2 midwives)

Budget: € 300,000

ACTIONS
• Decentralising skills and
capacity by training health
workers to diagnose simple
cases and use Information &
Communication Technologies
to refer complex cases
• Equipping peripheral health
centres

3 years

GOALS
• Capacity building
for the staff of the
dermatopathology team working
in the pathology
department of Henri
Mondor Hospital (the
department led by
Nicolas Ortonne)
• Upgrading of
laboratory technical
facilities
• Supporting service
delivery by introducing quality control
of hospital slides
at Henri Mondor
Hospital
• Providing dermatopathology training
for students and dermatologists from the
sub-Saharan region

3 years

Budget: € 799,000

Improving access
to skin disease diagnosis
and management.

Budget: € 125,227

TELEDERMATOLOGY
PROGRAMMES

RESULTS OF THE
2018-2020 PILOT
PROGRAMME
• 150 copies of the national
diagnostic and care guide
distributed
• 52 health workers trained
in 20 health centres
across 4 regions of Togo:
Savanes, Kara, Centrale
and Plateaux
• 4,060 patients attended
consultations with
dermatologists based in
Kara and Lomé (including
738 via remote diagnosis)

ACHIEVEMENTS OF
2020
• 12 health workers trained
in information and awareness in 6 regions of Mali
• 717 consultations by
2 dermatologists holding
twice-weekly surgeries,
49 precancerous cases,
451 cryotherapy treatments, 16 biopsies and
6 explant biopsies, 3 complex surgical interventions
and 3 referrals
• Cohort of 535 patients
• 2,586 jars of sunscreen
distributed in Mali, Mauritania and Niger, 112
corrective lenses distributed
in ophthalmology and
10 people with albinism
supported with developing income-generating
activities
•D
 ocumentation of disease epidemiology

Budget: € 206,077

MALI
ACTIONS
• Training dermatologists to
treat lesions
• Providing free medical
consultations
• Treating skin lesions
• Producing and distributing
sunscreen
• Providing information
and reducing the risk of
developing skin cancers
• Supporting ophthalmic
consultations
• Promoting school
education for children with
albinism
• Promoting the development
of income-generating
activities

TOGO
ACTIONS
• Training of 100 health
workers to diagnose simple
cases and use Information
& Communication
Technologies to refer
complex cases
• Provision of equipment for
50 health centres
• Production of a national
guide to the diagnosis
and treatment of common
dermatoses

Support for, and development of, the dermatopathology
laboratory of the Faculty of Medicine at Cheikh Anta Diop
University in Dakar.

Budget: € 130,000

prevention, treatment

Prevention and early-stage treatment
of skin cancers.

ACTIONS
• Introduction of
mobile clinics hosting
consultations to
diagnose and treat
skin diseases in
people with albinism
• Training of
dermatologists,
doctors and health
workers in screening,
management and
surgical techniques
• Providing awareness
and education
sessions on the
dangers of sun
exposure
• Distributing free
sunscreen and hats

4 years

(2018-2021)
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ACHIEVEMENTS IN 2020
• 367 patients seen in consultation
across 2 mobile clinic campaigns
- 62.7% retention rate of patients
in the active file (2019-2020)
• 215 precancerous lesions treated
by cryotherapy and 61 explant
biopsies
• 608 jars of sunscreen distributed
• 4 awareness campaigns run
• Documentation of disease
epidemiology
• 1 doctoral thesis in medicine and
3 scientific publications based on
the results of the 2019 campaign

PARTNERS
National Association of Albinos in Togo –
Togolese Society of Dermatology and Sexually
Transmitted Infections – SOTODERM

Budget: € 140,000

CURRENT
PROGRAMMES
remote diagnosis, training,

SENEGAL

Co-opted Members

BOARD
of directors
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Fondation Pierre Fabre is overseen by a Board of Directors that meets at least twice annually. The Board establishes guidelines,
approves strategic projects and ensures the proper management of the Foundation. It has 14 members in three colleges:

Mr. Alain Mérieux,
PhD in Pharmacy and President
of the Mérieux Institute

Mr. Luong N’Guyen,
PhD in medicine, specialising
in ophthalmology

Mr. Pierre Teillac,
Urology surgeon

Mr. Bertrand Parmentier,
former CEO of companies

Mr. Daniel Havis,
Honorary President of Matmut

Mr. Elrick Irastorza
Former Chief of Staff in the French
army

Founder members

Mr. Pierre-Yves Revol,
President of Fondation Pierre Fabre
and President of companies

Ms. Huong Mangin,
CEO of companies

Mr. Jacques Fabre,
Secretary of Fondation Pierre Fabre
and former CEO of companies

Mr. Francis Piquemal,
Administrator of companies

Mr. Jacques Godfrain,
Treasurer of Fondation Pierre Fabre
and former Minister for Cooperation

Mr. Jean-Pierre Marcantoni,
Cardiologist

Ex-officio Members

Ms. Catherine Ferrier,
Spokesperson for the French Interior
Minister and Prefect of the Tarn region

SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE

MANAGEMENT

The Scientific Committee of eminent scientists offers and provides advisory
opinions on key guidelines and action programmes.

Under the leadership of the Director General, the management team suggests
programmes and initiatives to the Board, and ensures that programmes are
implemented, coordinated and monitored.

CHAIRMAN, DOCTOR JEAN-PIERRE MARCANTONI, Cardiologist
VICE-CHAIRMAN, PROFESSOR SERGE RESNIKOFF, Ophthalmologist
and expert on global health issues
PROFESSOR JEAN CROS, Pharmacologist
PROFESSOR DAPA DIALLO, Haematologist and Head of the CRLD in Bamako
(Mali)
PROFESSOR MARC GENTILINI, Specialist in infectious and tropical diseases,
Professor Emeritus at the Pitié Salpétrière Hospital, Member of the Academy
of Medicine, which he chaired in 2008, Founding President of the Pan
African Organization for the Fight against AIDS (OPALS) and Chairman
of the French Red Cross from 1997 to 2004
PROFESSOR GÉRARD LORETTE, Professor Emeritus of Dermatology
PROFESSOR MICHEL VIDAL, Pharmacochemist and Director of the Peptides
and Peptidomimetics for Anti-Angiogenesis Laboratory at UMR 8638 CNRS
- University of Paris Descartes
DOCTOR CLAIRE RIEUX, Haematologist at the Henri Mondor Hospital, and
adviser on epidemiology and humanitarian medicine
DOCTOR BERNARD VALLAT, Veterinary surgeon and former Director General
of OIE (the World Organisation for Animal Health)
JEAN-MARTIN COHEN SOLAL, Physician and former General Delegate of
Mutualité Française

BÉATRICE GARRETTE, Executive Director
ÉLODIE MONTAGNE-MOULIS, General Secretary
CHRISTOPHE PRZYBYLSKI, Scientific Director
VÉRONIQUE TEYSSIER, Head of Programmes
GUILLAUME FESTIVI, Director of Communication
ÉMILIE LAURESSERGUES, Research Officer
FRANÇOISE NEPVEU, Scientific Adviser
THE SAD LOSS OF MAÎTRE FRANÇOIS CHALLEIL
Maître François Challeil was a member of the Fondation Pierre Fabre
Board of Directors and sadly passed away on 25 December 2020.
Deep thinker and distinguished and creative lawyer, François Challeil
had been associated for more than 50 years with all the major asset
transactions of the Pierre Fabre Group, and was also member of the
inner circle brought together by Mr. Pierre Fabre to consider and plan
his succession. He was an Officer of the National Order of the Legion
of Honour and Officer of the National Order of Merit.
Fondation Pierre Fabre and its Chairman would like to take the
opportunity of this report to pay tribute to his work and express their
profound gratitude for his contribution.

Mr. Christophe Farnaud,
Spokesperson for the Minister of Europe and Foreign Affairs,
Director of North Africa and the Middle East in the Central
Administration of the Ministry of Europe and Foreign Affairs
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PARTNERS
of Fondation
Pierre Fabre
LOCAL BENEFICIARIES
AND PARTNERS
In Burkina Faso
• Saint-Camille Hospital
• The Schiphra Medical
Centre, Ouagadougou
• The Haematology
Laboratory of the University
of Health Sciences,
Ouagadougou
• The Sickle Cell Initiative
Committee for Burkina
(CID/B)
• The Souro Sanou Hospital
Centre, Bobo-Dioulasso
• Secondary Sickle Cell
Disease Treatment Centre,
Bobo-Dioulasso
• Persis Ouahigouya Centre
• The Yalgado Ouédraogo
Teaching Hospital
Complex, Ouagadougou
• The National Association
for the Integration of
Persons with Albinism in
Burkina Faso (ANIPA)
• The Burkina Faso Society
of Dermatology, Aesthetics
and Cosmetology
• The Haematology
Intervention Group
In Cambodia
• The University of Health
Sciences, Cambodia
• The Faculty of Pharmacy,
Phnom Penh
In Côte d’Ivoire
• Institut Pasteur
• The Yopougon d’Abidjan
Teaching Hospital Complex
In Cameroon
• The Essos Hospital Centre,
Yaoundé (CNPS)
• The Institut Pasteur,
Cameroon
• The Sickle Cell Disease
Study Group, Cameroon
(GEDRE PACAM)
In the Central African
Republic
• T he Association of Women

Lawyers of the Central
African Republic
• The Amitié SinoCentrafricaine Teaching
Hospital
• The Sickle Cell Anaemia
Research and Treatment
Centre (CRTD)
In Guinea
• The SOS Drépanocytaires
Guinée Association
In Haiti
• The Haiti State University
Hospital (HUEH)
• The University Hospital of
Peace (HUP)
• The Saint-Damien
Children’s Hospital
• The Sickle Cell Anaemia
Association of Haiti (AAFH)
In Laos
• The University of Health
Sciences, Laos
• The Faculty of Pharmacy,
Vientiane
• The Faculty of Nursing
Science, Laos
In Lebanon
• The Lebanese Association
of the Knights of Malta
• The Malta-Libya
Association
In Madagascar
• The University of
Antananarivo
• The Malagasy Institute of
Applied Research (IMRA)
• The HJRA hospital,
Antananarivo
In Mali
• The Ministry of Health and
Social Affairs
• The Sickle Cell Disease
Research Centre, Bamako
(CRLD)
• The Bamako Hospital
of Dermatology,
Medicine, Pharmacy
and Odontostomatology
(FMPOS), Bamako

• Centre d’Expertise et de
Recherche en Télémédecine
et en E-Santé (CERTES)
• Solidarité pour l’Insertion
des Albinos du Mali (SIAM)
In Mauritania
• The Mauritanian
Dermatology Society
• National Telemedecine
Programme of Mauritania
In the Democratic
Republic of the Congo
• The Monkole Hospital,
Kinshasa
• The Bulenga Hospital
Centre
• Panzi Foundation DRC
In Senegal
• The Gaston Berger
University, Saint-Louis,
Senegal
• The University Cheikh Anta
Diop of Dakar Faculty of
Medicine, Pharmacy and
Dental Surgery (FMPO)
In Tanzania
• Standing Voice
• The Regional Dermatology
Training Centre
In Thailand
• The Mahidol University
Faculty of Medicine,
Bangkok
In Togo
• The University of Lomé
• The Togolese Dermatology
Society (SOTODERM)
• National Association of
Togolese Albinos (ANAT)
In Vietnam
• The University of Pharmacy,
Hanoi
• The University of Pharmacy
and Medecine, Ho Chi
Minh City
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NON-PROFIT
ORGANISATIONS AND
NETWORKS SUPPORTED
BY FONDATION PIERRE
FABRE IN 2020
• Action Santé Solidarité
Afrique
• Association pour le
développement de
l’éducation et de la
psychologie en Asie
(ADEPASE)
• The Global Cancer
Alliance
• Amitiés Solidaires
• ASLAV
• The South West
Paris Association for
Dermatologist In-service
Medical Training and
Assessment (ASFORMED)
• The EDE AYITI Association
• The France-Guinée
Association
• The Lao Anakhod
Association
• The Red Blood Cell Disease
Action Association (SAMG)
• The Tawaka Association
• The CODEV Occitanie
Association
• The Standing Committee
for Developing Countries
(COPED)
• Douleurs Sans Frontières
• The Montpellier Institute of
Molecular Genetics
• The European Institute
for Cooperation and
Development (IECD)
• Kania Mod'Action
• Occitanie coopération
• Pan African Organisation
for the Fight against AIDS
(OPALS)
• The Sickle Cell Study
Group in Central Africa
(REDAC)
• World Francophone Digital
University (UNFM - WFDU)
• Sauver la Face
• The Chélonée Association

• The Rouergue-Androna
Association
• The Ensemble pour l’hôpital
Galagala Association
• The Via Sahel Muret
Association
• The Sen Solidarité 66
Association
• reach52
• eCentre Convivial
• TT Tracker
• Anemiapp
• The Guinea Epilepsy Project
INSTITUTIONAL AND
FINANCIAL PARTNERS
• AFD – Agence Française de
Développement
• AUF – the Agency
of French-Speaking
Universities
• Asia eHealth Information
Network (AeHIN)
• Coopération internationale
de la Principauté de
Monaco
• Fondation de l’Avenir pour
la recherche médicale
• Fondation Dr. Denis
Mukwege
• Fondation Mérieux
• The Mali Ministry of Public
Health and Social Affairs
• INSERM - The French
National Institute of Health
and Medical Research
• Institut francophone pour
la justice et la démocratie –
Louis Joinet
• The French Ministry
of Europe and Foreign
Affairs (MEAE)
• Burkina Faso Ministry
of Health
• The Madagascar Ministry
of Higher Education and
Scientific Research
• World Health Organization
• Central African Ministry
of Public Health and
Population
• Central African Ministry
of Economy, Planning and
International Cooperation

FRENCH
UNIVERSITIES
• Faculty of Pharmacy Aix-Marseille University
• UFR for Pharmaceutical
Sciences and Health
Engineering – University
of Angers
• UFR for Pharmaceutical
Sciences – University of
Bordeaux
• Faculty of Pharmaceutical
and Biological Sciences –
University Paris Descartes
• Faculty of Pharmaceutical
Sciences – Paul Sabatier
University Toulouse III
• Grenoble Alpes University
• University of Limoges
• Tours University Hospital
Centre
• The Necker Institute
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ENVIRONMENTAL RESPONSIBILITY
In order to offset the CO2 emissions generated by its activities,
the Fondation Pierre Fabre contributes to a reforestation project
at Ranopiso in the Fort Dauphin region of Madagascar.
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