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EDITORIAL
by Pierre-Yves Revol
President of the Fondation Pierre Fabre

In 2019, new advances were made that serve to illustrate
the Fondation Pierre Fabre’s determination to develop its programmes
across multiple countries and coordinate with the main public health
entities, be they institutional or civil society, to do so. Examples of
such advances are many and relate to every area of intervention we
pursue, from healthcare access to teledermatology to treating sicklecell disease.
This model was celebrated in Lavaur on 12 September 2019 when
we marked the Foundation’s 20th anniversary. We invited those who
benefited from our work, as well as the partners who make our work
possible, to share their views and give thought to how
we could all, respectively, go further in our missions, This emergency initiative again
dovetailing, pooling and enhancing our efforts demonstrates how strength lies in numbers
to be of even greater service to the Global South’s
most vulnerable peoples. Many key figures from the and networks, exponentially increasing the
medical, scientific and institutional realms honoured number of projects that can be undertaken
us with their presence, including Dr Denis Mukwege while accurately addressing specific needs.
and French Minister for Europe and Foreign Affairs
Jean-Yves Le Drian.
This day will remain an important event in the Foundation’s history,
standing as a reaffirmation of our mission, our values and our ceaseless
desire to be aware of, and effectively address, local concerns.
The year 2020, however, brought a fearsome and very
real threat. That of a pandemic caused by an emerging virus that
undermined and overwhelmed our healthcare systems. With the
help of the Laboratoires Pierre Fabre – of which the Foundation is the
majority shareholder – we have been able to assist many partner health
centres in sub-Saharan Africa and Lebanon, sending hand sanitiser
and protective masks.
At the same time, and for the first time in its history, the Foundation
intervened in France, as permitted by its statutes in the event of an
exceptional crisis, to support the staff and residents of nursing homes
in the Occitanie region. Our assistance entailed primarily supplies of
hand-care and hand-hygiene products and masks. This emergency
initiative again demonstrates how strength lies in numbers and
networks, exponentially increasing the number of projects that can be
undertaken while accurately addressing specific needs.
On the global level, this health crisis underscores the need
so many countries have for reliable, robust and resilient health systems,
an objective that the Fondation Pierre Fabre will continue to pursue
through the initiatives it supports worldwide.
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INTERVIEW
with Béatrice Garrette
Executive Director of the Fondation Pierre Fabre

The Foundation celebrated its 20th anniversary in 2019:
why was it important to mark this milestone with your
partners working to improve healthcare in the Global
South?
Because we couldn’t do anything without them! Had they not been
there, the event would have been meaningless. It was a unique
opportunity to bring them all together and further clarify our mission
and areas of intervention. Many of our partners were not aware of
how broad our scope of action is, how it has expanded thematically
and geographically. This celebration was our chance to reaffirm our
commitments and the principles of our intervention model, to assert our
shared values and recognise the importance of collaboration.
What were the highlights of the Foundation’s work in
2019?
One advance that represents our desire to replicate models that work is
the formation of a consortium of partners to create a holistic treatment
centre for victims of sexual violence in the Central African Republic,
based on Dr Mukwege’s “One-stop center” model.
The Covid-19 pandemic reminds
The Agence Française de Développement (French
Development Agency) is co-financing the project us that public health must be structurally
for four years, which is a tremendous indicator strengthened to mitigate the consequences
of their trust in our objectives. We have also of such events.
intensified the use of teledermatology and support
programmes for people with albinism, incorporating new countries in
sub-Saharan Africa. The year 2019 will also be remembered as the
year we launched the interuniversity eHealth degree programme on
health innovation and practices in Bamako, designed to help African
countries develop effective, sustainable eHealth strategies. And, of
course, we closed the Master Mékong Pharma, the French Master’s
programme based in Asia, and created the Mékong Pharma Network
so that Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam could establish their own training
curricula based on the structural work accomplished over the past six
years.
What is the outlook for the years to come?
At the start of 2020, the Covid-19 pandemic caused upheaval in the
global health agenda and clearly showed how such a health crisis
challenges all our health systems. It reminds us that public health, along
with every level of the health pyramid, must be structurally strengthened
to mitigate the consequences of such events. The Foundation plans to
pursue its strategy of scaling up intervention models that are proven
effective by helping strengthen local skills, supporting university
education and promoting innovation, all to make it possible for the
Global South to develop solid expertise networks.
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LISTEN TO OUR PODCAST
“The origins of a humanitarian foundation unlike any other in France,” with a Pierre Fabre
audio archive and commentary by Foundation President Pierre-Yves Revol
and Executive Director Béatrice Garrette.

IMPROVING ACCESS TO
QUALITY HEALTHCARE
in the Global South
MISSION
To enable communities from less advanced and emerging countries, as well as those plunged into severe
crisis by political or economic upheaval and/or natural disaster, to access the quality and levels of everyday
healthcare defined by the WHO and other organisations as essential to human health.

METHODS
Initiatives in the field…
The Foundation operates in around twenty
resource-poor countries. The initiatives undertaken
in these lands are tailored to local health needs
and identified through calls for projects or direct
requests. They are then implemented in the field by
local partners, academics, the physicians and staff
of the healthcare structures involved, civil society
organisations, etc., with support from Foundation
staff who have thorough knowledge of the countries
in which the interventions take place.
Scientific and medical expertise…
Through its own expertise and that of its Scientific
Committee, the Foundation helps informs the
choice, development and final construction of the
projects, which are then approved by its Board of
Directors.
In partnership with local authorities
and entities…
The Foundation’s work is achieved through a network
of trusted partners in the countries in which it operates
to address the populations’ health needs sustainably
and over the long term. Its support is also provided
over the long term to ensure skills development in
its partners so that the initiatives remain sustainably
viable.

With a focus on innovation…
Because Western models are not always suitable
for the conditions and challenges of countries
with limited resources, the Foundation explores
technological or social innovations that can bridge
inequalities in access to healthcare. Innovation is
central to the work of the Global South eHealth
Observatory, but the Foundation also strives to
nourish all its programmes with innovative thinking.
To provide global and systemic
responses
The Foundation has chosen first and foremost to
address unjustly neglected issues and pathologies,
where international funding is absent despite major
human needs, such as the lack of pharmacists or sicklecell disease, the world’s leading genetic disease. It has
acquired experience that makes it possible to focus on
building robust and replicable programmes from a
proven model. A successful local project can thus be
scaled up to a country, then duplicated in areas with
similar needs, to maximise the model’s impact.

STATUS
A Foundation recognised as beign of
public utility
Disinterestedly and independently, with a strictly
humanitarian goal, the Fondation Pierre Fabre
was awarded charitable status on 6 April 1999.
This status entails government oversight of the
Foundation’s activities through the State’s presence
on the Board of Directors with two representatives.

Fondation
PIERRE FABRE
100%

A shareholding foundation
The Fondation Pierre Fabre is the main shareholder
of the Pierre Fabre Group, with an 86% share.
This organisation, unique in France at this level
of commitment, makes it possible to endow the
Foundation with sustainable means to finance its
work. The Fondation Pierre Fabre is not directly
involved in the operational management of the
Group, devoting itself exclusively to performing the
work set forth in its statutes.

PIERRE FABRE
PARTICIPATIONS
Fondation 86%
Pierre Fabre – 5

PIERRE FABRE SA

WATCH A VIDEO ABOUT THE FOUNDATION’S
INITIATIVES

IN 2019
34 PROGRAMMES
19 COUNTRIES
AND 5 AREAS
OF INTERVENTION

TRAINING OF
DRUG SPECIALISTS
Cambodia, Laos, Vietnam, Togo,
Madagascar

COMBATING SICKLECELL DISEASE
Burkina Faso, Cameroon, CongoBrazzaville, Côte d’Ivoire, Guinea, Haiti,
Madagascar, Mali, Democratic Republic
of the Congo

ACCESS TO QUALITY
HEALTHCARE
Iraq, Lebanon, Central African Republic,
Democratic Republic of the Congo

eHEALTH
Burkina Faso, Mali, Mongolia,
Tanzania, India

DERMATOLOGY

Burkina Faso, Malawi, Mali, Mauritania,
Tanzania, Togo
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THE FOUNDATION’S
investments
In 2019, the Foundation committed 5.9 million euros to its charitable public-service mission.

In 2020, it will commit 10 million euros.

Distribution by area of intervention

18.5%

16.5%

TRAINING OF DRUG
SPECIALISTS

ACCESS TO QUALITY
HEALTHCARE

25.5%

21%

COMBATING SICKLE-CELL
DISEASE

DERMATOLOGY

7%

eHEALTH

OTHER ACTIONS
INCLUDING SUBSIDIES
TO NGOs

Distribution by geographic area (in %)

ASIA

16.17

15 %

LE B A N O N

12 %

LAO S

11 %

DRC

11 %

TA N ZA N I A

9%

M A LI

9%

I R AQ

6%

HAITI

4%

CAMEROON

4%
3%

M A DAG A SC A R

3%

M AU R I TA N I A

3%

SE N E G A L

2%

GUINEA

1.5 %

OT H E R S

3%

17 scholarship students,

4.2

AFRICA

62.78
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5

3.5 %

B U R K I N A FA SO

from seven countries,
supported in 2019

OTHER GEOGRAPHICAL
AREAS

MIDDLE EAST

TO G O

INDIA

11.5%

16.85

Distribution by country

research
programmes

Afoundation’s
LOOK20BACK
ON
THE
anniversary celebration
th

SEE VIDEOS CAPTURING THE DAY’S
HIGH POINTS, PRESENTATIONS
AND ROUNDTABLES

On 12 September 2019, the Fondation Pierre Fabre invited
more than 300 key figures from around the world to join
Foundation staff in celebrating its 20 years of committed work
in the Global South. Partners, representatives of humanitarian
and institutional entities, as well as representatives from the
scientific, medical and university communities took part in a
day of dialogue and discussion addressing three issues that
are of great importance to the Foundation: neglected diseases,
cooperation in healthcare and innovations to improve access
to treatment.

1

1

2

The Foundation’s partners and beneficiaries shared
their thoughts in three roundtables to shed light on
the priority health challenges and needs to which the
Foundation channels its resources.

3

1 – From left to right: Hervé Berville, French Parliamentary Deputy for Les Côtes d’Armor, Michel Hamala Sidibé, Malian Minister of Health and Social Affairs, Marwan Sehnaoui, President
of the Foundation of the Order of Malta Lebanon. 2 – From left to right: Professor Ousmane Faye, Director of the Mali Dermatology Hospital, Lalla Aicha Diakité, President of the Solidarité
pour l'Insertion des Albinos du Mali non-proﬁt organisation, Michel Hamala Sidibé, Malian Minister of Health and Social Affairs, Professor Cheick Oumar Bagayoko, Associate Professor in
Medical Informatics at the University of Bamako, Professor Aldiouma Guindo, Deputy Director of the Bamako CRLD, Professor Dapa Diallo, Former Director General of the Bamako CRLD.
3 – From left to right: Professor Cheick Oumar Bagayoko, Associate Professor in Medical Informatics at the University of Bamako, Dr Shelly Batra, President and Cofounder of the eHealth
solution Operation Asha, Professor Ousmane Faye, Director of the Mali Dermatology Hospital, Dr Mehdi Benchouﬁ, physician and mathematician, Cofounder of EchOpen, Founder of the
Jade club.
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These roundtables were followed
by a ceremony held in the presence
of several esteemed individuals,
including French Minister for Europe
and Foreign Affairs Jean-Yves Le Drian
and Dr Denis Mukwege, winner of the
Nobel Peace Prize in 2018.
The Foundation’s partners travelled
from Africa, Lebanon, Haiti and
Southeast Asia to Lavaur for the event.

ALL SPEECHES
AND ROUNDTABLES

1

3

2

4

5

6

7
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1 – Dr Denis Mukwege, 2018 Nobel Peace Prize
winner, with Pierre-Yves Revol, President of the
Fondation Pierre Fabre, and Jacques Fabre, the
Foundation’s Secretary.
2 – Presentation by Jean-Yves Le Drian, French Minister
for Europe and Foreign Affairs.
3 – From left to right: Jean-Yves Le Drian, French
Minister for Europe and Foreign Affairs, and Pierre-Yves
Revol, President of the Fondation Pierre Fabre.
4 – The Fondation Pierre Fabre staff.
5 – Presentation by Bernard Carayon, Mayor of Lavaur.
6 – From left to right: Béatrice Garrette, Executive
Director of the Fondation Pierre Fabre, with the
Foundation’s President, Pierre-Yves Revol, and Dr Denis
Mukwege, 2018 Nobel Peace Prize winner.
7 – General Jean-Pierre Bosser, Director General of the
Mérieux Foundation, and Alain Mérieux, President of
the Mérieux Foundation.
8 – Jacques Godfrain, Foundation Treasurer and former
French Cooperation Minister.
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2019
Highlights
MARCH 2019

LEARN ABOUT OUR COMMITMENTS

Publication of the

“African Sickle-cell disease
Initiative” declaration
LEARN MORE

JUNE 2019

SECOND AFRICAN
TELEDERMATOLOGY CONFERENCE
Nearly a hundred dermatologists, physicians and
leaders of charitable organisations from 12 countries
in sub-Saharan Africa attended the Second African
Teledermatology Conference hosted in Lomé by
the Fondation Pierre Fabre and the Togolese
Dermatology Society.
At a meeting in Paris, France, organised by the
Fondation Pierre Fabre, representatives from
eleven African and Indian Ocean countries, WHO
representatives and sickle-cell disease experts adopted
a joint declaration calling for this disease to be given
greater weight in the global health agenda.
Six prioritised objectives were formalised.

JULY 2019

FIRST CLASS OF THE eHEALTH IUD
The eHealth Interuniversity Degree (IUD), Africa’s first
eHealth curriculum, was unveiled in 2019 as part of a
partnership between the Fondation Pierre Fabre and three
African universities: University of Sciences, Techniques and
Technologies of Bamako, Mali; Cheikh Anta Diop in Dakar,
Senegal; and Félix Houphouët-Boigny in Abidjan, Côte
d’Ivoire.
The 17 students of the first class included ministerial officials
specialising in eHealth, practitioners, computer scientists
in the medical sector and NGO representatives.
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JULY 2019

SEE A VIDEO OF THE CONFERENCE
HIGHLIGHTS

eHealth Observatory

CONFERENCE
AND AWARDS

NOVEMBER 2019

LEARN MORE

TREATMENT
FOR VICTIMS

of sexual violence in the Central
African Republic

From left to right: Esron Karimuribo (Promoting Proper Management of Zoonotic
Diseases), Mohammed Shahnawaz (Khushi Baby), Byamba Khandsuren (Smartphone
Tele-Dermatology Service), Sonia Ancellin Panzani (leDA), Boukary Ouedraogo
(mHealth), William Ouango (mHealth).

With Dr Denis Mukwege in attendance, the Fondation
Pierre Fabre signed a financing agreement with the
Agence Française de Développement (AFD) for a
programme to create a holistic treatment centre for
victims of sexual and gender-based violence in the
Bangui region of the Central African Republic. This
four-year programme, based on the model developed
in the DRC, includes South-South skills transfer
between Congolese and Central African stakeholders.
The project is overseen by the Foundation as the
leader of a group of international partners.

At the Global South eHealth Observatory annual conference,
the Fondation Pierre Fabre presented five new awards in 2019,
recognising projects in Burkina Faso, Tanzania, India and
Mongolia. The winners receive one year of technical and financial
support.

DECEMBER 2019

LEARN MORE

Introduction of the

From left to right: Pierre-Yves Revol, President of the Fondation
Pierre Fabre, Rémy Rioux, Chief Executive Ofﬁcer of the Agence
Française de Développement, Dr Denis Mukwege, 2018 Nobel Peace
Prize winner

MÉKONG PHARMA NETWORK
On 11 December, the graduation ceremony was held in
Hanoi for the sixth class of Cambodian, Vietnamese and
Laotian students of the Master Mékong Pharma. Since this
programme was introduced in 2012, it has awarded degrees
to 133 professionals. At this event, the Fondation Pierre Fabre
announced a new cooperation programme: the Mékong
Pharma Network provides continuing education for Asian
instructors, who can, in turn, provide high-level training for
future pharmacists to ensure drug quality. This programme
will foster South-South cooperation, as it intends to forge ties
between pharmacists from Asia and Africa at joint seminars
held at the Foundation’s headquarters.
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Though considered a fundamental
human right, the weakness of the Global
South’s pharmacy networks is hampering
access to basic medicines. In Africa and Asia,
the Fondation Pierre Fabre provides committed
support to the training of drug specialists, key links
in keeping this supply chain secure. The Foundation’s
support also helps train midwives. These programmes
are implemented over several years and tailored
as much as possible to local needs, helping to
strengthen health systems and make quality
medicines more available to the most
vulnerable populations.

Pharmacy students at the University of Lomé, Togo.
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TRAINING
OF DRUG
SPECIALISTS
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T R A I N I N G O F D R U G S P E C I A L I ST S

CONTEXT
and challenges
LIMITED
ACCESS TO
MEDICINES

2
billion
people do not have

INSUFFICIENT
NUMBER OF
PROFESSIONALS
The WHO recommends at least
1 pharmacist per
15,000 inhabitants.
Togo has only
1 per 435,000 inhabitants.
In Burkina Faso or Mali, this ratio
is 1 per 111,0003.

access to basic
medicines1.

42%

OF THE COUNTERFEIT
DRUGS

SEIZED SINCE 2013 HAVE BEEN
ON THE AFRICAN CONTINENT,
ACCORDING TO THE WHO.

4

THE

MOTHERS AND
CHILDREN AT RISK
The United Nations’ Sustainable
Development Goal is to lower

CHALLENGES
OF MEDICINE
ACCESSIBILITY2

the global maternal mortality rate to below
70 per 100,000 births.

•P
 rovide sufficient quantities of drugs that
meet the populations’ needs.
•E
 nsure affordable prices for patients
and health systems.
• Guarantee satisfactory quality, safety
and efficiency.
•M
 ake drug distribution networks more
efficient.

In Laos,

470 women die

per 100,000 live births, compared to
210 globally; in 2012, the infant mortality rate
was 54 per 1,000, compared to 3.7 in France 4.

1 World Health Organization, “Ten Years of Public Health”, 2007-2017 • 2 Secteur privé & développement magazine - Proparco - Le médicament en Afrique : répondre eux enjeux d’accessibilité et de qualité (Medicines in Africa: meeting accessibility and quality challenges), 2017
• 3 World Health Organization • 4 https://www.unicef.org/french/infobycountry/laopdr_statistics.html#120

Fondation Pierre Fabre – 14

Midwifery students in Laos.

KEY
EVENTS
2019

VIETNAM, LAOS, CAMBODIA

2018

TOGO

2018

MADAGASCAR

2017

LAOS

2016

LAOS

2014

VIETNAM, LAOS,
CAMBODIA

Introduction of the Mékong Pharma
Network, a continuing education
programme for professors in Southeast
Asia.

Five-year plan for the pharmacy
department at the Lomé Faculty of Health
Sciences.
First stone is laid for the future Faculty
of Pharmacy of the University
of Antananarivo.
Faculty of Vientiane: programme to build
teaching capacity.
Support for introductory midwife
training.

Master Mékong Pharma first graduating
class.

2012

VIETNAM, LAOS,
CAMBODIA

Creation of the Master Mékong Pharma.

2011

TOGO

2009

BENIN

2006

LAOS

2005

MADAGASCAR

2005

GUINEA CONAKRY

2002

BENIN

2001

CAMBODIA
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Support for the pharmaceutical
department at the University of Lomé.
The Cotonou Declaration.
Renovation of the Vientiane Faculty
of Pharmacy.
Creation of a pharmaceutical
education programme at the University
of Antananarivo.
Rehabilitation of the national
drug quality control laboratory.
Reform of the medicines circuit and
awareness campaigns.
Construction of the Phnom Penh Faculty
of Pharmacy.

T R A I N I N G O F D R U G S P E C I A L I ST S

A LONG-TERM
COMMITMENT
to strengthen pharmacy supply chains
The teaching support programmes, implemented through
partnerships with national health authorities, are based on
three pillars: teaching students, upgrading instructors’ skills
and strengthening teaching and technical capacities. In 2019,
various initiatives were pursued to help seek out funding (with
international organisations such as the WHO or UNICEF) in
Laos and Togo to help entities attain greater autonomy.
STRENGTHENING PROGRAMMES
ADAPTED TO LOCAL PRIORITIES

At the University of Health Sciences in Vientiane, Laos,
the Foundation has provided a support programme
since 2006. This programme, which was renewed in
2017, offers such advantages as enhanced support
for teacher training by funding scholarships (11 were
awarded in 2019). In 2019, several pharmaceutical
technology training workshops were created and
two clinical pharmacy seminars were led by Thai
professors from Mahasarakham University.
A second support programme, this time for the
National College of Midwifery in Vientiane, began in
2016 to help combat maternal and infant mortality.
Actions in 2019 included training of trainers, teaching
missions by external teachers and hands-on internships
for students.
Support for the pharmacy department at the University
of Lomé in Togo, which began in 2011, was the subject
of a consolidation agreement in 2018. New hands-

on teaching modules on galenics and quality control
were introduced in 2019, along with funding for four
scholarships and completion of three teaching missions
by professors from the Universities of Bordeaux and
Poitiers. In Madagascar, support for the University of
Antananarivo’s pharmacy department continued in
2019 through the funding of a teaching mission, a
doctoral scholarship and educational materials.

FROM THE MASTER MÉKONG PHARMA
TO THE MÉKONG PHARMA NETWORK

On 11 December 2019, students of the sixth and
final graduating class of the Master Mékong Pharma,
a French curriculum taught in Laos, Cambodia and
Vietnam, received their degrees. On the same day,
the start of the Mékong Pharma Network programme
was officially announced, which is designed to promote ties between Asian universities (see interview
opposite).

OUR INITIATIVES
Introduction of the Mékong Pharma Network programme
This new regional programme, designed to capitalise on the work and collaborations developed
through the Master Mékong Pharma programme, was introduced in 2020 for a five-year period.
The Mékong Pharma Network, which provides continuing education for teachers, will help
improve knowledge sharing in the pharmaceutical sciences.
It is also expected to foster South-South cooperation between Asian and African pharmacists and
will promote creation of collaborative research programmes.
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LISTEN TO OUR SECOND PODCAST
with Professors Jean Cros of the Faculty of Pharmacy in Toulouse
and Yao Potchoo of the University of Lomé.

PROFESSOR NGUYEN
THANH BINH
Rector, Hanoi University
of Pharmacy

The Hanoi University of Pharmacy begins
a new chapter in its collaboration with the
Fondation Pierre Fabre. Could you talk to us
about the Master Mékong Pharma?
Our partnership with the Foundation is one of the
most extensive and lasting we have enjoyed, because
it has led to our working with four French and three
Asian universities. It is also one of the most in-depth
collaborations: not only has the Master Mékong Pharma
helped educate our students, but it has also improved our
teacher training, making it possible for us to upgrade our
curriculum to keep pace with the latest European research.

Can you tell us about the students of the six
graduating classes?

GOOD TO KNOW
Fighting counterfeit
medicines
The fight against counterfeit-drug
trafficking is the impetus behind the
founding of the Fondation Pierre Fabre
and its support for the pharmaceutical
sector in the Global South. In 2009,
the Foundation joined forces with the
Fondation Chirac and committed to the
Benin-led Cotonou Declaration to raise
awareness about the ravages of this
scourge. The Declaration, ratified by
30 countries, has played an important
role in coalescing and reinforcing
international action on this issue,
especially in the European Union.

A total of 89 Vietnamese students were awarded the
Master Mékong Pharma, which means that many more
drug specialists now qualified to work in Vietnam’s
pharmaceutical supply chain. All of them either found a
job applying their qualifications or pursued their studies
Our partnership to earn a doctorate. They will help
improve the pharmaceutical supply
with the Foundation is chain, ensuring the population has
one of the most access to quality medicines. What’s
more, the programme made it
extensive and lasting
possible for students and professors
we have enjoyed from France, Vietnam, Laos and
Cambodia to learn from one another and grasp that the
weaknesses of one country could be compensated for by
the strengths of another.

What are your expectations in introducing
the Pharma Network in Asia?
We hope to continue the high-level training for our
instructors, of course. I’m also looking forward to starting
the research partnership. Collaborative studies, involving
a great number of universities in many countries, will help
us solve large-scale problems and improve the research
capacities of Asia’s pharmacy universities. I also hope
to see many articles published as a result of our joint
research.

133 NEW have graduated from
PHARMACISTS the Master Mékong
Pharma since 2013
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T R A I N I N G O F D R U G S P E C I A L I ST S

CURRENT
PROGRAMMES,
partnerships, renovation, modernisation,
training

CONSOLIDATING THE UNIVERSITY
OF LOMÉ PHARMACY DEPARTMENT

LAOS

TOGO

(2017-2021)

2019 ACHIEVEMENTS
•1
 1 grants awarded to teachers
pursuing a PhD, Master’s or
specialised training
•1
 Foundation scholarship recipient
who earned a doctorate in pharmaceutical technologies at the University of Angers returned to the Faculty
of Pharmacy in Vientiane
• 2 educational seminars in clinical
pharmacy for Laotian instructors
given by visiting professors from
Thailand’s Mahasarakham
University
• Development of laboratory-based
curricula in pharmaceutical
technologies

PARTNERS
Laos Ministry of Health - Vientiane University
of Health Sciences - Mahasarakham University in Thailand

Budget: € 521,432

INCREASE THE SKILLS
OF LAOS’ PHARMACISTS
ACTIONS
• Fund training
grants at the PhD,
Master’s and
continuing education levels
• Finance scientific
and educational
material
• Improve safety
in laboratory
classrooms
• Educational engineering: create
laboratory classroom exercises

5 years

LEARN MORE

ACTIONS
• Strengthen
teaching staff
with training
grants (Master’s,
PhD, agrégation
[high-level competitive examination for teacher
recruitment])
• Structure curriculum and organise
pharmacy department
• Teaching support:
acquire teaching
materials, fund
teaching missions

5 years

(2018-2022)

2019 ACHIEVEMENTS
• 1 grant for a virology teacher preparing for the teacher competitive
examination
• 2 doctoral grants for assistant professors (pharmacology, pharmaceutical technologies)
• 1 scholarship in Master’s-level pharmaceutical law for a senior lecturer
• 3 teaching missions by professors
from the Universities of Bordeaux
and Poitiers
• Acquisition of laboratory classroom
materials and supplies
• Funding for several department
professors to attend conferences
abroad

Budget: € 750,000

LEARN MORE

PARTNERS
Ministry of Higher Education and Research
of Togo - Ministry of Health and Social Protection of Togo - University of Lomé - Universities of Bordeaux and Poitiers

MADAGASCAR
The Foundation supported the pharmacy department of the University of Antananarivo by funding actions
such as a teaching mission, a doctoral scholarship in pharmaceutical technologies, and the purchase
of teaching materials.
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WATCH THE VIDEO PROFILE
of Souksanh, a young Laotian pharmacist who graduated
from the Master Mékong Pharma programme.

LEARN MORE

SUPPORT MIDWIFE TRAINING AT THE NATIONAL
COLLEGE OF MIDWIFERY IN VIENTIANE
FOR IMPROVED MOTHER AND CHILD CARE
LAOS

5 years

(2015-2020)

ACTIONS
• Implement the project
with the eight Asian
and French partner
universities
• Fund six graduating classes of the
Master’s programme
(teaching missions,
scholarships)
• Coordinate educational and logistical
elements via an Asiabased Foundation
manager

PARTNERS
Laos Ministry of Health - Vientiane University of Health Sciences in Laos - Faculty
of Nursing Sciences - Lao Anakhod Association - Centre Hospitalier Intercommunal
Castres-Mazamet

8 years

(2012-2019)

Support for

researcher

RESULTS AFTER SIX YEARS
• 133 drug specialists, from six
classes, received degrees: 38%
trained in clinical pharmacology,
38% in drug quality, 16% in
pharmaceutical development of
nanomedicines, 8% in pharmacokinetics
• 250 teaching missions by 86
French and Asian instructors and
experts
• 8,750 hours of lessons given
• 81 training sessions for Asian
instructors via the Agence Universitaire de la Francophonie
• 137 internships for students
arranged worldwide

Budget: € 1,750,000

CAMBODIA, LAOS, VIETNAM

Budget: € 393,450

2019 ACHIEVEMENTS
•S
 tructuring of several management
concerns in the school: organisation
chart, staffing and skill levels, alumni
directory
•2
 train-the-trainers seminars and 8
teaching missions by outside instructors
to teach female students
• Training courses in Thailand for teachers
and female students
•H
 ands-on internships for female students
in district hospitals
•M
 aster’s-level training of 3 teachers from
Vientiane at Thailand’s Chiang Mai
University
•3
 -week internship for a Laotian instructor
at the Centre Hospitalier intercommunal
in Castres-Mazamet

ACTIONS
• Strengthen
teaching
capacities
• Support
education of
midwifery
students
• Finance
needed
educational
equipment

MASTER MÉKONG PHARMA:
TRAINING VITAL SPECIALISTS TO MAKE
SOUTHEAST ASIA’S ENTIRE DRUG SUPPLY
CHAIN SAFER

PARTNER
Agence Universitaire de la Francophonie Scientific and Cultural Initiatives Departments
of the French Embassies in Southeast Asia
- University of Medicine and Pharmacy of Ho
Chi Minh City - Hanoi University of Pharmacy - Cambodia University of Health Sciences
– Laos University of Health Sciences - University of Aix-Marseille - University of Angers
- University of Paris-Descartes - University of
Toulouse-III Paul Sabatier

training

RESEARCH PROGRAMME:
Assess the penetration of sub-standard
and/or counterfeit medicines
LAOS, CAMBODIA, THAILAND
ACTIONS
This programme is based on the study of the pharmaceutical
quality of a pharmacologic class (antiepileptics). Medicines
are sampled in Laos, Cambodia and Thailand in official
distribution channels (pharmacies, etc.) and grey-economy
markets

3 years

(2018-2020)
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PARTNER
University of Limoges

Budget: € 175,000

The Foundation awards training grants to a
number of young scientists in the health field
through its various programmes. in 2019 it
awarded 10 doctoral grants, five master’s
grants and two grants for specialised degrees,
three to physicians and 14 to pharmacists.
Among these 17 recipients from seven countries
(guinea, laos, mali, madagascar, drc, togo,
vietnam), 15 already held university (12) or
teaching hospital (3) positions.

COMBATING
SICKLE-CELL
DISEASE

Sickle-cell disease, a little-understood
illness that is largely absent from major
international aid programmes, is the world’s
leading genetic disease and the fourth-leading
pandemic in Africa, where it is a major cause of
infant mortality. For nearly 15 years, the Fondation
Pierre Fabre has joined forces with local structures
working in the prevention, diagnosis and treatment
of sickle-cell disease. It is also continuing to develop
research programmes and has initiated an
international movement to have treatment of this
disease made part of national health policies
and a priority of the global health agenda.

Prenatal awareness session on sickle-cell disease in Cameroon.
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C O M B AT I N G S I C K L E - C E L L D I S E A S E

WATCH THE REPORT
“Working together to combat sickle-cell disease in
Burkina Faso.”

CONTEXT
and challenges
PANDEMIC
Sickle-cell disease is
the fourth-leading
pandemic in Africa
and the world’s most
common genetic disease.
In sub-Saharan Africa, on average,
15% of the population carries the sicklecell disease gene and therefore may
potentially transmit it.

Each year, an estimated

300,000 children

are born with the severe form of the
disease, two-thirds of them in subSaharan Africa 1 (meaning 1%-2% of all
births).

TREATMENT
COSTS
In Mali, treating a child with sicklecell disease at the Research Centre to
Combat Sickle-cell Disease (CRLD) costs
an average of

422,500 CFA francs,
or 647 euros
annually,
in a context where the average
gross annual income per capita
is 460,000 CFA francs (704 euros)5.

Without treatment,

half of all
children born

with the disease would not
live to the age of 53.

A NEGLECTED
DISEASE

In 2018, less than $20 million were spent
on fighting sickle-cell disease (15 million
with the disease), while $20 billion was
committed to fighting HIV (26 million with
the disease)4.

• 1 Modell B., Darlison M., Global epidemiology of haemoglobin disorder and derived service indicators, WHO Bulletin. 2008; 86 (6): 480
• 2 PLOS Medicine journal, 2013 • 3 Grosse S.D., Am J Prev Med, 2014 • 4 Le Monde Afrique 19/06/2019 • 5 Le Monde Afrique
19/06/2019
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Dr Nora Saint Victor, Saint Damien Paediatric Hospital, Haiti.

KEY
EVENTS
2019

ADVOCACY

2019

GUINEA CONAKRY

2016

BURKINA FASO

2015

2014

“Initiative Drépanocytose Afrique”
(African Sickle-cell disease Initiative):
A joint declaration was signed with
political and scientific representatives
of 11 African countries for sickle-cell
disease to be included in the global
health agenda.
Creation and support of pharmacy,
laboratory and blood-transfusion
activities of the Centre to Combat
Sickle-cell Disease in Conakry.
Opening of a secondary information
centre at the Bobo-Dioulasso teaching
hospital.

SENEGAL

Opening of the Centre for Sickle-cell
Disease Research and Outpatient
Treatment (CERPAD) in Saint-Louis-duSenegal.

CAMEROON, REPUBLIC
OF CONGO, MADAGASCAR,
DRC
Creation of a platform to improve
sickle-cell disease treatment.

2014

BURKINA FASO

2014

HAITI

2013

CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC

2012

MADAGASCAR

2011

RDC

2010

MALI
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Sickle-cell disease prevention,
diagnosis and management
programme.
Neonatal sickle-cell screening
programme at Saint-Damien hospital.

Improved treatment of sickle-cell
disease at the Bangui paediatric
complex.

Programme support for the
non-profit organisation Lutte Contre
la Drépanocytose (LCDM).
Support for the sickle-cell disease unit
at the Monkole hospital.

Opening of the Research Centre
to Combat Sickle-cell Disease (CRLD)
in Bamako.

C O M B AT I N G S I C K L E - C E L L D I S E A S E
LISTEN TO OUR PODCAST
on sickle-cell disease with
Professors Gil Tchernia,
haematologist, Marc Gentilini,
physician specialising in infectious
and tropical diseases, and Dapa
Diallo, haematologist in Mali.

MULTI-LEVEL
ACTION
in fighting the disease
Over the course of its work, the Fondation Pierre Fabre
has established itself as one of the world’s key actors in
the fight against sickle-cell disease in the Global South. Its
comprehensive approach includes early detection, treatment,
healthcare personnel training and community awareness. The
Foundation also invests in research and acts as a voice for
those with the disease in communicating with international
political figures and decision-makers.
Faced with the urgent need to act on behalf of the
millions with the disease, the Fondation Pierre Fabre
has embarked in advocacy work: on 26 March 2019,
at the end of the African Sickle-cell disease Initiative
meeting, eleven African and Indian Ocean countries
adopted a joint declaration calling for sickle-cell
disease to be given greater weight in the global health
agenda. This initiative will be renewed and extended
to other countries.

SUPPORTING FIELD INITIATIVES

In Mali, the Research Centre to Combat Sickle-cell
Disease (CRLD) continues decentralising treatment
in the rural areas of the Kayes, Sikasso and Ségou
regions (the CRLD’s creation and operation have been
covered by a partnership between the Foundation and
Mali’s Ministry of Health since 2006). The Foundation
has temporarily assigned a young project manager
to help establish a data-collection unit (see interview
opposite). In Burkina Faso, it has been collaborating
with the Sickle-cell Disease Initiative Committee
in Burkina (CID/B) since 2014, helping arrange
neonatal screening in three treatment centres and
opening two information and awareness centres. In

2020, at the end of this support mission, a broader
project will be introduced to support the Ministry of
Health in implementing a national policy to combat
sickle-cell disease.
The multi-country support project (Cameroon, CongoBrazzaville, Madagascar, DRC, Côte d’Ivoire),
part of a partnership with the European Institute for
Cooperation and Development (IECD), continued
in 2019. To ensure activities remain sustainable,
the structuring of advocacy actions has intensified.
In the DRC, the second-most-impacted country after
Nigeria, the Foundation will support these activities
being incorporated into the national health policy.
In Haiti, despite the period of unrest the country
has been experiencing since early 2019, the earlydetection pilot project conducted by the Saint-Damien
paediatric hospital has been maintained. In 2020,
it will be implemented in two Port-au-Prince teaching
hospitals.
Lastly, in Guinea, a new project was introduced in
2019 to support the Centre to Combat Sickle-cell
Disease in Conakry and in partnership with the SOS
Drépanocytaires Guinée non-profit organisation.

RESEARCH PROGRAMMES
IMPAS study:

MIDAS study:

in collaboration with Cameroon’s Centre
Pasteur: Impact of the sickle-cell trait on
the transmission of malaria in Cameroon
(recruitment of 5,000 persons).

in collaboration with the INSERM Unit 970:
Infant and child mortality attributable to
sickle-cell disease in five sub-Saharan African
countries (sample of over 8,000 children).
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PROFESSOR
ALDIOUMA
GUINDO

Deputy Director of the
Mali Research Centre
to Combat Sickle-cell
Disease (CRLD)

How did the CRLD data-digitisation project
come about?
Article 2 of the law establishing the centre states: the
missions of the Research Centre to Combat Sickle-cell
Disease are promoting research on sickle-cell disease
and providing introductory and continuous training on
sickle-cell disease. With the support of the Fondation
Pierre Fabre, which we have enjoyed since the centre’s
founding, we began using REDCap software to collect
and analyse clinical data with a view to carrying out
clinical research projects. This
These advances will Foundation support required
our creating a Data Unit. This
help fuel national
unit is operated by staff trained
strategies and policies. in research methodology and
overseen by a university
epidemiologist, whose primary mission is to ensure
the data’s quality and their full computerisation.

GOOD TO KNOW
Sickle-cell disease,
a haemoglobin disease.
Sickle-cell disease or sickle-cell disease
is a genetic disease of the blood linked
to an abnormality of the haemoglobin,
the protein responsible for transporting
and releasing oxygen to the tissues. The
clinical manifestations of sickle-cell disease
appear during the first year of life. This
disease typically results in chronic anaemia,
increased susceptibility to infections, painful
crises caused by poor blood circulation and
insufficient tissue oxygenation (especially
bone), strokes, acute chest syndromes
and damage to various organs (source:
McCavitTL, 2012).

How many patients does this involve?
In 2019, the CRLD recorded 1,439 new patients, for
a new total of 12,258 sickle-cell patients who must be
regularly monitored for the rest of their lifetimes. The
data from 2016 to 2019 have been computerised.
In 2020, the digitalisation will cover the data from
2010 to 2015.

What are your expectations for this
project?
We hope to reach a critical mass of information
on sickle-cell disease, information we can analyse
and interpret for a better understanding of the
disease, which could lead to changes in how we
treat it. The acquisition of preliminary data is also
essential for taking part in the Competitive Research
Fund programme. We will then disseminate the
new knowledge resulting from these activities to
practitioners in Mali and the African sub-region.
These advances will help fuel national strategies
and policies in fi ghting sickle-cell disease. Lastly,
developing clinical research will strengthen the
CRLD’s scientific reputation and help us acquire new
funding.

OPERATIONS IN
11 COUNTRIES
SINCE 2006
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C O M B AT I N G S I C K L E - C E L L D I S E A S E

CURRENT
PROGRAMMES
screening, treatment, training,
research

LEARN MORE

DEVELOPMENT OF THE RESEARCH
CENTRE TO COMBAT SICKLE-CELL DISEASE

BURKINA FASO

MALI

ACTIONS
• Conduct neonatal screening programme at three
partner health centres
• Equip Saint-Camille hospital (day-hospital rooms
and orthopaedic operating
theatre)
• Create two information
centres to receive public
and raise awareness
• Equip the university analysis laboratory for neonatal
screening
• Provide pain-management
training for healthcare staff

5 years

(2014-2019)

2019 ACHIEVEMENTS
• Strengthened the Ouagadougou information
centre and the secondary
information and treatment
centre in Bobo-Dioulasso
(human resources and
operations)
• Screened 1,200 people
• Held awareness sessions
for 2,500 people
• Designed communication
media

Budget: € 360,818

PREVENTION, DIAGNOSIS
AND TREATMENT OF SICKLE-CELL DISEASE

ACTIONS
• Fund healthcare personnel
and purchase medicines
and vaccines
• Establish a clinical patient
database
• Offer training programme
for health personnel
• Decentralise sickle-cell
disease treatment activities
in three health districts
(Kayes, Sikasso, Ségou)
• Take part in research
programmes

2019 ACHIEVEMENTS
• 11,228 patients registered
with the centre
• 6,063 patients actively
monitored
• 9,380 consultations
• 17 scientific information
sessions for 208 health
professionals
• 46.4% of the centre’s
patient files have been
digitised

Budget: € 530,000

LEARN MORE

PARTNER
Mali Ministry of Health

3 years

PARTNERS
Sickle-cell Disease Initiative Committee in
Burkina (CID/B) - Saint-Camille Hospital,
Haematology Laboratory of the Ouagadougou University of Health Sciences - Douleurs
Sans Frontières

(2018-2020)

GUINEA CONAKRY

INTERNATIONAL ADVOCACY

ACTIONS
• Support setting up
laboratory and pharmacy
activities
• Support training for centre
healthcare staff

3 years

(2019-2021)

2019 ACHIEVEMENTS
• Recruited 1 pharmacist
and 1 biologist
• Funded education for 2
physicians in sickle-cell
disease university diploma
(DU) from Bamako
• Financed renovation of
centre and equipment
installation

PARTNER
SOS Drépanocytaires Guinée non-profit
organisation

Budget: € 300,039

SUPPORT FOR THE CONAKRY SICKLE-CELL
TREATMENT CENTRE

INITIATIVE DRÉPANOCYTOSE AFRIQUE (AFRICAN
SICKLE-CELL INITIATIVE): INTERNATIONAL
ADVOCACY TO HAVE SICKLE-CELL DISEASE BE
INCLUDED IN THE WORLD HEALTH AGENDA

ACTIONS
• Hold a workshop attended
by the Ministers of Health
of Nigeria and the Central
African Republic, representatives for the Ministers
of Health of Togo, Kenya,
Burkina Faso and Burundi,
WHO representatives
and 14 experts from 11
African and Indian Ocean
countries

2019 ACHIEVEMENTS
• Established an intervention strategy
and priority objectives
• Adopted a joint declaration

This initiative will be renewed and extended
to other countries in 2020
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LEARN MORE

EARLY SICKLE-CELL DISEASE SCREENING
AND TREATMENT
SENEGAL

LEARN MORE

IMPROVING SOCIAL AND HEALTH CARE
FOR THOSE WITH SICKLE-CELL DISEASE
IN SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA

3 years

(2018-2020)

ACTIONS
• Conduct newborn screening and early diagnosis
• Monitor and treat patients
• Train healthcare personnel
at Saint-Damien Hospital
• Hold awareness sessions

(2018-2020)

IMPACT
• 1,393 screenings
• 1,500 patients registered
• 899 patients actively
monitored
• 3 training sessions for
healthcare personnel
• 2 awareness meetings with
parents, adolescents and
hospital staff

PARTNERS
Haiti Sickle-cell disease Association Saint-Damien Paediatric Hospital - Hôpital
Universitaire de la Paix – Hospital of the
State University of Haiti

RESEARCH PROGRAMME:
Study on the impact of the sickle-cell trait on
malaria transmission - IMPAS
Budget: € 490,000

2019 ACHIEVEMENTS
• Held over 100 training
sessions for over 2,500
professionals since
2018
• 69,202 screenings
• 3,790 patients treated
• More than 80,000
people benefitted from
awareness-raising
efforts since 2018

PARTNERS
Agence Française de Développement - European Institute for Development and Cooperation (IECD) - Essos Hospital of Yaoundé
(CNPS), Cameroon - Malagasy Institute of
Applied Research (IMRA) - Madagascar,
Health centres supported by IECD in Pointe
Noire - Congo-Brazzaville - Monkole Hospital of Kinshasa - Democratic Republic of the
Congo – Yopougon teaching hospital; Institut
Pasteur - Côte d’Ivoire

HAITI

3 years

CAMEROON, CONGO-BRAZZAVILLE,
MADAGASCAR, DRC, CÔTE D’IVOIRE
ACTIONS
• Improve early screening
network
• Ensure access to quality healthcare for sickle-cell patients and
their families
• Train health personnel in diagnosis and treatment
• Improve the general public’s
awareness of the disease

SICKLE-CELL DISEASE SCREENING
AND TREATMENT

Budget: € 319,778

(2013-2020)

PARTNERS
Gaston Berger University - Centre for Sicklecell Anaemia Research and Outpatient
Treatment (CERPAD)

LEARN MORE

CAMEROON
STUDY PROCEDURES
• Recruit 5,000 healthy individuals carrying the sickle-cell
trait
• Compare reinfection dynamics between groups
• Compare in mosquitos the
transmission of malaria from
the blood of the two groups’
subjects

3 years

(2019-2022)

EXPECTED RESULTS
• Based on the study’s
results, establish adequate
information and prevention
measures for people with
the trait. The results of this
study will also help raise
awareness of the sickle-cell
disease in the “malaria
ecosystem”

PARTNER
Cameroon Centre Pasteur

Budget: € 198,341

7 years

2019
ACHIEVEMENTS
• 3,813 samples
taken from
4,755 live births
(80.2%)
• 17 children with
sickle-cell disease
diagnosed and
treated at
CERPAD

Budget: € 530,000

ACTIONS
• Implement neonatal screening at
the Saint-Louis Teaching Hospital
maternity ward
• Begin operation of maternity ward
at the Ngom Healthcare Centre in
Saint-Louis
• Analyse samples at the CERPAD
laboratory; treat children diagnosed
with sickle-cell disease in the
CERPAD ambulatory care unit

RESEARCH PROGRAMME:
Epidemiological study on infant and child mortality attributable to sickle-cell disease
in five sub-Saharan African countries - MIDAS

ACTIONS
• Collect data by comparing the infant and juvenile mortality of sickle-cell families and non sickle-cell families on
a sample of 8,352 children

5 years

EXPECTED IMPACT
• Help improve epidemiological knowledge of the disease, which is still
mischaracterised, thereby supporting advocacy initiatives

PARTNERS
INSERM unit headed by Professor Xavier Jouven - Institut Necker

(2015-2020)
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Budget: € 150,000

BURKINA FASO, CÔTE D’IVOIRE, MALI, DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO AND SENEGAL

ACCESS
TO QUALITY
HEALTHCARE

The Fondation Pierre Fabre has been
committed to ﬁghting inequalities in
healthcare access since it was founded. Still,
though access to primary health care is essential
to achieving progress in public health, it is not
guaranteed in some very poor, remote areas. In recent
years, the Foundation’s support for local healthcare
centres has intensiﬁed in response to persistence
of emergency situations and increased conﬂicts.
Today, the Foundation is acting as a partner to
local humanitarian entities working to assist
vulnerable populations in crisis contexts.

Dr. Denis Mukwege, winner of the 2018 Nobel Peace Prize, at Panzi Hospital, DRC.

AC C E S S TO Q UA L I T Y H E A LT H CA R E

CONTEXT
and challenges
HEALTH
SPENDING
Less than

1%

of global
health
spending is
on Africa

THOUGH THE CONTINENT IS HOME
TO A QUARTER OF THE WORLD’S
SICK1.
Only six African
countries spend
at least

CRISES
AND CONFLICTS
ACCORDING TO THE WORLD BANK,
MORE THAN

1,5 BILLION PEOPLE

live in countries affected by violent
conflict, or a quarter of the world’s
population3.
THE LEBANESE GOVERNMENT
ESTIMATED THAT THERE WERE
NEARLY

15 %

1,5 million
Syrian
refugees

of their annual
budgets on the
health sector

while more than 11 million people
annually fall into poverty due to high
direct payments for healthcare2.

in the country in February 20194.

VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN

The Central African Republic is the second-most dangerous
country in the world for sexual violence, behind India. This includes
wartime rape, lack of access to legal recourse in rape cases, and sexual
coercion as a form of corruption5.

"

Wherever there is armed conflict,
it is unfortunately the women who pay
the heaviest price.

"

Dr Denis Mukwege,
gynaecological surgeon and 2018 Nobel Peace Prize winner

1 WHO, Public Spending on Health: A Closer Look at Global Trends • 2 Africa Health 2019, International conference on the African health
agenda • 3 World Development Report 2011: Conflict, Security and Development. Washington, D.C., World Bank, 2011 • 4 United Nations
High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) • 5 Thomson Reuters Foundation Ranking (study conducted with 500 international experts), 2018
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13,330 MEDICAL VISITS

PERFORMED BY THE MOBILE
MEDICAL UNIT IN LEBANON
IN 2019,
80% of which were for refugees.

KEY
EVENTS
2019

2019
2017

2017

The Foundation decides to co-finance
a shelter for women and children
traumatised by the war in Mosul (Iraq),
created by the Fondation Mérieux.

CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC
Establishment of a holistic treatment
centre for victims of sexual violence.

MADAGASCAR

2016
2016

MULTI-COUNTRY

First Occitanie regional call for
projects, now annual.

LEBANON

Creation of a Mobile Medical Unit
in the Beqaa Valley.

Construction and equipment of a
healthcare centre in the Ambovombe
District.

2015

MADAGASCAR

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC
OF CONGO

2015

CÔTE D’IVOIRE

2003

SENEGAL

Joining forces with Dr Mukwege to help
treat victims of sexual violence in the
Bulenga rural hospital.

2017

WATCH THE REPORT
made on board the Mobile Medical Unit.

IRAQ

HAITI

Response to Hurricane Matthew to fight
the risk of a cholera epidemic.

2002
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Renovation of the Ranopiso maternity
ward.

Impact study of telephone follow-up
in oncohaematological care.
Creation and support of the
Wassadou medical centre.

LEBANON

Support for the Khaldieh dispensary.

AC C E S S TO Q UA L I T Y H E A LT H CA R E

LISTEN TO OUR PODCAST
on improving access to quality healthcare with Véronique
Teyssié, Programme Manager for the Foundation Pierre Fabre,
Paul Saghbini, Executive Administrator and Hospitaller of the
Order of Malta in Lebanon, and Christine Amisi, Director of
Panzi Hospital in the DRC.

SUPPORTING
LOCAL
ACTORS
during humanitarian crises
In light of increasing numbers of conflicts and displaced
populations, the Fondation Pierre Fabre has shifted the focus
of its initiatives to improve healthcare access in ways that
support humanitarian entities in the field: in Lebanon, the
Democratic Republic of the Congo, and the Central African
Republic, where it supports proven intervention models and
helps strengthen and replicate them in similar contexts.
SUPPORTING ACCESS TO PRIMARY
HEALTH CARE IN LEBANON

In Lebanon, the Foundation has worked alongside the
Order of Malta since 2002. It supports the operations
of the Khaldieh Medical-Social Centre, which provides
treatment, medicines and essential kits to those living
in the rural regions in the north of the country. The staff
at this exemplary centre, accredited by the Lebanese
Ministry of Health and the World Bank, took in 6,200
patients in 2019 – nearly a third of them refugees.
The Foundation also continues to support the Kefraya
Mobile Medical Unit, created with
Foundation funding in 2016. This
refitted bus travels through remote
Lebanese villages and refugee
camps in the Beqaa valley.

in the Democratic Republic of the Congo. This facility
is a replication of the holistic model designed and
implemented by Dr Denis Mukwege (see interview
opposite). The Foundation also financed construction of a shelter facility for victims so they have free
accommodations throughout their treatment and
support journey. In 2019, 184 patients received
treatment and more than 2,700 people took part in
awareness sessions. This model will be the inspiration for another such project in Bangui in the Central
African Republic in 2020, implemented with funding
from the Agence Française de Développement (AFD) and supported
by a consortium of partners led by
the Fondation Pierre Fabre.

THE FOUNDATION
ALSO FINANCED
CONSTRUCTION OF
A SHELTER FACILITY
FOR VICTIMS

In 2019, the Fondation Pierre Fabre
also approved implementation of
two support projects in the region,
starting in 2020: first, implementation of crossdisciplinary and structural support for the Order of
Malta’s activities in Lebanon so as to fortify its network
of health centres; second, financing to build a shelter
for women and children in Mosul, Iraq, operated by
the Fondation Mérieux.

AIDING VICTIMS OF GENDER-BASED
VIOLENCE

Since 2018, the Foundation has supported the Bulenga hospital treatment unit for victims of sexual violence

FOURTH CALL FOR PROJECTS
IN THE OCCITANIE REGION

The call for projects in Occitanie,
created in 2016, is in response
to the Fondation Pierre Fabre’s desire to structure its
support for health cooperation entities in the Occitanie
region. It is intended to promote the regional dynamic
of cooperation to assist the disadvantaged populations
of the Global South and is carried out in collaboration
with Occitanie Coopération, a cooperation and
international-solidarity network. Six associations were
selected in 2019, bringing the number of projects
supported since 2016 to 23. In total, since 2002,
more than 70 regional initiatives have received the
Foundation’s assistance.
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WATCH THE FULL INTERVIEW
with Dr Mukwege filmed at Panzi Hospital.

DR DENIS MUKWEGE

Gynaecological surgeon, founder of the Panzi Hospital,
a referral institution in the DRC, winner of the 2018 Nobel Peace Prize

What makes the holistic treatment concept
you have implemented at the Panzi Hospital
and, more recently, in Bulenga, so strong?
When we started treating women who were wartime
rape victims, we realised that medical care was not
enough. We added psychological support, then socioeconomic support and, finally, legal aid so that they
could seek justice. It is through addressing these four key
areas that these women can regain the dignity they have
lost. The Foundation helped
These women get back us replicate this concept in
Bulenga in 2018, with equally
on their feet, return to work hopeful results: these women
or their activities and get back on their feet, return
successfully reintegrate to work or their activities and
successfully reintegrate into
into their community. their community.

What support did the Fondation Pierre
Fabre’s provide for the Bulenga hospital
programme?
Its support made it possible to offer free treatment to
women who have been victims of sexual violence,

but also those who are victims of gender-based
violence. Further, the Foundation provided support
to finance expenses related to the hospital’s water
and electricity supply.

Can you tell us about how the project has
been replicated in the Central African
Republic?
The Central African Republic is in the same situation as
the DRC, where rape is used as a weapon of war. The
victims’ suffering is universal, as is the model we’ve
developed. So we will implement a South-South skills
transfer: Congolese staff will be temporarily assigned
to Bangui and our Central African colleagues will
come train at the Panzi Hospital.

Do you think societies are moving in the
right direction?
Gender-based violence is now given greater attention
by institutions and women are being better heard.
Another encouraging sign was that the #MeToo
movement led to people feeling freer to speak about
the subject and that, in 2019, the issue of gender
equality was on the G7 agenda for the first time.

GOOD TO KNOW
Gender-based violence
Gender-based violence covers wartime rape,
sexual assault, violations of physical and
psychological integrity and pathologies directly
resulting from the state of being a woman
in very vulnerable circumstances and in the
absence of access to treatment (prolapse,
incontinence, etc.).

Bulenga Rural Hospital, Democratic Republic
of the Congo, for treating women who are victims
of sexual violence.
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AC C E S S TO Q UA L I T Y H E A LT H CA R E

CURRENT
PROGRAMMES
funding, care, support,
training

3,240 victims of
sexual violence

LEARN MORE

CREATION OF A MULTI-DISCIPLINARY
TREATMENT CENTRE FOR VICTIMS
OF SEXUAL VIOLENCE

will be treated
in Bangui over
four years

BANGUI, CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC

(2020-2024)

LEARN MORE

PARTNERS
Agence Française de Développement - Panzi
DRC Foundation - Dr Denis Mukwege Foundation - Institut Francophone pour la Justice et la
Démocratie - Association of Women Lawyers of the Central African Republic - Amitié
Sino-Centrafricaine teaching hospital complex
(Hôpital de l’Amitié)

42%

OF PATIENTS IN THE MOBILE
MEDICAL UNIT IN LEBANON
ARE UNDER 11 YEARS OF AGE.

COMPREHENSIVE TREATMENT FOR
VICTIMS OF SEXUAL AND GENDER-BASED
VIOLENCE
BULENGA, DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC
OF CONGO
ACTIONS
• Fund medical and
psychological activities
for victim treatment
• Build a victims’ shelter
• Support hospital
operations

2 years

(2018-2020)
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2019 ACHIEVEMENTS
• 69 victims of sexual violence
treated free of charge
• 123 obstetric fistula patients
treated free of charge
• 2,730 people informed about
sexual and gender-based
violence through publicawareness efforts
• 1 shelter built
• 1 patient database
made operational

PARTNERS
Dr Denis Mukwege Foundation - Panzi DRC
Foundation - Institut Francophone pour la
Justice et la Démocratie

Budget: € 446,065

4 years

IMPACT OVER 4 YEARS
• 3,240 victims will have
access to comprehensive
treatment
• 540 women with prolapse
or obstetric fistulas will be
treated
• Skills strengthened in staff
of the Hôpital de l’Amitié
obstetrics/gynaecology
department and members
of the Association of
Women Lawyers

Budget: € 4,200,000

ACTIONS
• Renovate the obstetrics/gynaecology department of
the Central African partner
hospital
• Strengthen capacities for
psychological treatment
and public awareness campaigns on gender-based
violence
• Strengthen the skills of the
Association of Women
Lawyers of the Central African Republic for improved
legal assistance
• Provide training in income-generating activities
for victims’ socio-economic
recovery

PHOTOS OF THE AWARDS CEREMONY
for the six winning Occitanie projects.

FOURTH
OCCITANIE CALL
FOR PROPOSALS

LEARN MORE

SUPPORT THE ACTIVITIES OF THE
KHALDIEH MEDICAL-SOCIAL CENTRE
ACTIONS
• Provide primary
healthcare and
medicines to
inhabitants of the
Zgharta, Danieh
and Tripoli regions

Annual
support
since 2002

2019 ACHIEVEMENTS
• 33,455 medical and social-support
interventions, including 7,200
medical consultations
• 6,200 patients (27% Iraqi and
Syrian refugees; 34% of patients
are children)
• Provide essential kits, baby food,
clothing and hygiene articles to
refugee populations
• The centre is part of the national
health coverage project, impacting
553 poor Lebanese families

PARTNER
Lebanese Association of the Knights of Malta

Budget: € 35,000 /year

LEBANON

• ADEPASE Association – Prevention programme
that protects teenage girls and young women in
the Battambang Province (Cambodia).

• Comité de coopération Castres Huye Rwanda
Association – Developing eHealth to organise
healthcare systems in the Huye district.

ESTABLISH A MOBILE MEDICAL UNIT
FOR SYRIAN REFUGEES
AND POOR LEBANESE
ACTIONS
• Purchase and convert the
bus
• Supply equipment and
medication
• Fund the medical staff
• Provide free patient care:
medical consultations,
referral, medicine delivery

2019 ACHIEVEMENTS
• 13,332 medical consultations (1,111 consultations/
month on average)
• 80% of consultations
benefit refugees; 20% poor
Lebanese
• 44% consultations for
general medicine; 38%
for paediatrics; 10% for
cardiology

PARTNERS
Order of Malta Lebanon
Lebanese Association of the Knights of Malta

Budget: € 1,154,138

BEQAA VALLEY, LEBANON

(2016-2020)

The Foundation has held this call for
proposals each year since 2016 in an effort to
support health-cooperation entities in France’s
Occitanie region.

• Sauver la Face Association – Improve treatment
for patients in Cambodia suffering the trauma and
after-effects of facial paralysis.

LEARN MORE

4 years

In 2019, following a call for proposals, six nonprofit organisations in the Occitanie region were
selected to receive ad hoc financial assistance
to help them implement their initiatives in aiding
healthcare development for the Global South’s
poorer populations.

• In s t i t u t d e G é n é t i q u e M o l é c u l a i r e d e
Montpellier – Collaborative fundamental and
epidemiological studies addressing adenoviruses
in Chad and Burkina Faso in the broader context
of vaccination.
•K
 ania mod’action Association – Strengthen
parental education in family planning, maternal,
neonatal and child health through educational
talks, home visits, community dialogue and
health-worker training in the Republic of Guinea.
•C
 odev Occitanie Association – Improve the
quality of diagnosis and healthcare provided
the population of Couffo department, Benin.
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eHEALTH

The adoption of digital
technologies by the poorest
populations in low-income countries
is an important opportunity for reducing
healthcare inequalities. The Fondation
Pierre Fabre, convinced that eHealth has a
major role in healthcare access and optimising
health policies, leads a vast mobilisation effort
to strengthen and promote the most promising
initiatives. Since 2016, the Foundation has
developed expertise that it makes available
to support skills development at ministries
of health and with stakeholders in the
field. Central to this approach: sharing
experience, developing training and
implementing field studies.

mHealth is an SMS and Android
platform recognised and funded by
the Foundation and developed to
allow health workers to send health
information from rural areas in
northern Burkina Faso to local
and national authorities.

e H E A LT H

CONTEXT
and challenges
POTENTIAL RECOGNISED
BY THE WHO
In 2005, the World Health Organization adopted a
resolution for the creation of an eHealth strategy
to reconcile digital technology and universal health
coverage objectives.

PROMISING
PROSPECTS

Digital health solutions could help
1.6 billion people across the globe
access healthcare services by connecting
an additional 2.5 billion people to
the “knowledge economy” by 20301.

EXPANDING PROJECT
COVERAGE
Though digital health pilot projects expanded by
2005
+ 30% between
and 2011

there is still a substantial lack of widespread use: in 2016,
two-thirds of these projects were still in the pilot phase or
at an informational stage2.

IN 2018, 456 MILLION
PEOPLE

LIVING IN SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA HAD
A MOBILE PHONE SUBSCRIPTION.
BY 2025, THIS NUMBER WILL HAVE
INCREASED TO 634 MILLION3.

1 SMARTer2030 report published by GeSI and Accenture (2015) • 2 Wilson, K.,
Gertz, B., Arenth, B., & Salisbury, N. (2014, December) Journey to Scale: Moving
together past digital health pilots. Retrieved 25 February 2016 • 3 GSMA study,
The Mobile Economy: sub-Saharan Africa, 2018
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The Peek Vision application, winner of the Global South eHealth
Observatory's 2017 competition. Botswana.

KEY
EVENTS
2019

2019

MALI

Awarding the eHealth Interuniversity
Degree to the first class of 17 students
in Bamako.

THE eHEALTH OBSERVATORY
PLATFORM lists nearly 150
projects. Fourth annual conference on
the theme of “Capacity Building and
Data Sharing.” Five winning projects
awarded financial and technical
support.

2018

MALI

2018

MALI, CÔTE D’IVOIRE,
SENEGAL

Creation of a digital health and
innovation centre at the University
of Sciences, Techniques and
Technologies in Bamako.

Creation of an eHealth degree with
three African universities.

2018

A PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENT
SIGNED with the Asia e-Health

Information Network (AeHIN), the
most active eHealth network in Asia.

2018

THIRD GLOBAL SOUTH
eHEALTH OBSERVATORY
CONFERENCE on the theme

“eHEALTH: Local Expertise for Global
Development.” Six winning projects
awarded financial and technical
support.

2017

SECOND GLOBAL SOUTH
eHEALTH OBSERVATORY
CONFERENCE on the theme

“Toward an Integration of eHealth in
Public Health Systems.” Nine winning
projects awarded financial and
technical support.

2017
2016

LA FONDATION DE L’AVENIR

becomes a partner and supports the
eHealth Observatory awards.

FIRST GLOBAL SOUTH
eHEALTH OBSERVATORY
CONFERENCE nine winning
projects awarded financial and
technical support.

2015

DEVELOPMENTAL SUPPORT
FOR ECHOPEN, an open-source,

low-cost echostethoscope.

2015

CREATION OF THE
GLOBAL SOUTH eHEALTH
OBSERVATORY CONFERENCE
in partnership with the Agence
Française de Développement and
the Agence Universitaire de la
Francophonie.
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e H E A LT H

LISTEN TO OUR PODCAST
on eHealth with insights from Gilles Babinet, the French
government’s Digital Champion at the European Commission,
Professor Fode Abass Cissé, eHealth Observatory award winner
in 2018, and Professor Cheick Oumar Bagayoko, Member of the
Global South eHealth Observatory expert group.

NETWORKING, TRAINING
ANDa sector
STRUCTURING
in the making
While eHealth initiatives undoubtedly provide innovative and affordable
solutions to the health challenges faced in the Global South, it is also fertile
ground for experimentation and therefore must be studied, evaluated, and
harmonised to ensure it develops in the most positive direction.

In 2016, to better understand and encourage the most
relevant digital innovations, the Fondation Pierre Fabre
created the Global South eHealth Observatory, with
the support of the Agence Française de Développement
and the Agence Universitaire de la Francophonie. This
is a leading-edge commitment that establishes the
Foundation as one of the eHealth experts in Africa and
Asia: in 2019, the Foundation’s work was presented
at ten international events and conferences.

SUPPORT FOR PROMISING INITIATIVES

• O peration Asha - a system for detecting,
managing, monitoring and reporting health data
to help fight tuberculosis in Cambodia.
A total of 29 initiatives were supported, benefitting
76 countries, and nearly 150 cases were documented
and listed in an open-access database (www.odess.io).

INCREASING COMPETENCE
OF ENTITIES IN THE FIELD

The first specialised degree in eHealth in Africa was
created in 2019 as part of a partnership between the
With a live webcast and followed by nearly 1,300
University of Sciences, Techniques and Technologies of
participants, the Fourth Global South eHealth
Bamako (USTTB Mali), Cheikh Anta
Observatory international
Diop University in Dakar (Senegal)
conference was held on 1 July
A LEADING-EDGE
and Félix Houphouët Boigny
2019.
At this event, four initiatives were
COMMITMENT THAT University in Abidjan (Côte d’Ivoire).
The first class of the InterUniversity
recognised and will be supported
ESTABLISHES THE
Degree (IUD) graduated in June
for one year:
FOUNDATION AS
2019: 17 students from eight
• digital help for peripheral health
workers (IeDA, Burkina Faso);
ONE OF THE eHEALTH African countries, including 14
scholarship recipients supported
• application to improve health data
EXPERTS IN AFRICA
by the Foundation. In parallel,
quality (mHealth, Burkina Faso);
AND ASIA.
the Foundation helped create
•
application for managing
Digi-S@nté-Mali, a centre for digital
human-transmissible epizootics
health and innovation at the USTTB.
(Afyadata, Tanzania);
In 2019, the centre hosted the IUD students and was
• teledermatology service by smartphone (Derma,
used for training doctors. Courses have also been
Mongolia).
made available online for pre- and post-doctoral
Two 2018 winners were also awarded increased
students in medicine and pharmacy.
support:
• Khushi Baby - a connected pendant to centralise
children’s health data in India (see interview opposite);
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150 eHEALTH
INITIATIVES

documented and listed in
the Observatory’s database.
MOHAMMED SHAHNAWAZ
Operations Director for the NGO
Khushi Baby, India

WATCH THE PRESENTATION
by Khushi Baby at the 2019 eHealth
Observatory conference.

What was the impetus behind the Khushi
Baby concept?
This project was introduced in 2014 to resolve the
challenges of vaccinating young children among
India’s poorest populations. In this country, each
year, 500,000 children under the age of five die
from diseases that could have been prevented by
vaccination. The main cause is the mothers’ lack of
knowledge and awareness.
Khushi Baby is Khushi Baby is a simple,
a simple, inexpensive inexpensive innovation that
helps mothers access the
innovation. available care solutions: it
is a pendant with a chip that holds the child’s medical
record. Healthcare professionals can then access this
information using an app, even without a connection.

How did the Foundation’s initial support
help the project?

This support allowed us to implement the second
controlled trial, the objective of which was to roll out
the system in more than 300 villages in the Udaipur
area in Rajasthan, compared to the initial 70-village
trial. This meant that a total of 25,000 children could
be included.

What are your next steps?
Khushi Baby was chosen as a leading partner in
technical support by the Rajasthan Ministry of Health
and Family Welfare. Our platform will be rolled
out state-wide for medical monitoring of more than
200,000 mothers and children over the next year. It
will also be used to conduct the country’s first federal
digital census on health, which was introduced at the
start of the Covid-19 epidemic to screen vulnerable
populations. All this was made possible by the second
tranche of financial support granted by the Fondation
Pierre Fabre, for 2019-2020.

Khushi Baby was awarded one year of funding at the
2017 Global South eHealth Observatory conference.

GOOD TO KNOW
eHealth training needs
The Foundation supports the development of eHealth training to disseminate the keys to
understanding that allow projects to be generated, planned and evaluated. Such training also
should help create a network of eHealth ambassadors with a common culture, capable of
promoting coordinated development of interoperable and complementary solutions.
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e H E A LT H

CURRENT
PROGRAMMES
funding, support, training

CREATION OF A CENTRE FOR INNOVATION
AND DIGITAL HEALTH AT THE UNIVERSITY
OF SCIENCES, TECHNIQUES
AND TECHNOLOGIES OF BAMAKO

INCREASED SUPPORT
FOR TWO eHEALTH
OBSERVATORY WINNERS

ACTIONS
• Renovate premises
• Supply equipment, furnishings, computer equipment (server, computers,
video projectors, printers)
• Provide an internet connection

Since
2018

2019 ACHIEVEMENTS
• Assemble eHealth Interuniversity Degree (IUD)
students at the centre
• Implement the server for
online courses for all preand post-doctorate medical
and pharmacy students
• Use the centre for physician training in areas of
specialisation (medical IT
and health information
system modules, bibliographic health research)

Budget: € 40,000

MALI

PARTNER
University of Sciences, Techniques
and Technologies in Bamako

RECOGNISED EXPERTISE
In 2019, the Fondation Pierre Fabre was invited
to present its initiatives in the field of eHealth
and to share its experience at more than a dozen
international events and conferences.

These two eHealth initiatives, though having
previously won in 2018, have received
increased support to help scale up their solutions.
• Khushi Baby – A connected pendant to
centralise children’s health data in India.
The Foundation’s increased support will make
it possible to extend the project to the rural
Udaipur district (three million inhabitants),
increasing coverage from 350 to 1,000
villages.
• Opération Asha – Detect, manage, monitor
adherence to treatment and health data to help
fight tuberculosis in Cambodia. The increased
support means the project can be extended to
the rural Baray district. The project will then
cover a total population of 3.46 million, an
increase in programme coverage from 14%
of the country’s population to around 22%.
The financial support provided to these two
projects in 2019 amounts to €137,000.
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LEARN MORE

eHEALTH INTERUNIVERSITY DEGREE (IUD):
“HEALTHCARE INNOVATION AND PRACTICES”

17

THE NUMBER OF STUDENTS IN THE FIRST
CLASS OF THE eHEALTH INTERUNIVERSITY
DEGREE (IUD), INTRODUCED IN 2019.
THEY HAVE ALL GRADUATED.

Since
2018

LEARN MORE

GLOBAL eHEALTH SOUTH
OBSERVATORY

2019 ACHIEVEMENTS
• 17 students from eight
African countries graduate
with degrees
• 14 Foundation scholarship
students
• Initial distance and face-toface instruction provided
by the professors from the
three partner universities
and outside experts

PARTNER
University of Sciences, Techniques and
Technologies in Bamako - Cheikh Anta Diop
University in Dakar - Félix Houphouët Boigny
University in Abidjan

AFRICA, SOUTHEAST ASIA, INDIA
2019 ACHIEVEMENTS
• 5 winning initiatives supported for 1 year
• Hold 2 capacity-building
workshops for the winners
• More than 1,500 participants attended the annual
conference on “Capacity
Building and Data aharing
in eHealth”
• 18 speakers represented
14 countries in Lavaur: Burkina Faso, Canada, Côte
d’Ivoire, France, Gabon,
India, Malaysia, Mali,
Mongolia, Niger, Philippines, Senegal, Tanzania
and the United States

EXPLORE THE DATABASE
AND ALL THE WINNING INITIATIVES

SINCE THE GLOBAL SOUTH
eHEALTH OBSERVATORY WAS
ESTABLISHED
4 annual international

Budget: € 332,000

ACTIONS
• Create an open-source
database of eHealth initiatives having an impact
on improving access to
healthcare for the poorest
populations
• Conduct field surveys to
document initiatives
• Organise an annual call
for proposals to identify
and support initiatives
• Hold an annual conference
at Foundation headquarters with presentations from
international experts
• Live webcast accessed by
the AUF’s digital campuses
• Provide the winners with
financial and technical
support

and online conferences held

40 field surveys completed
150 initiatives listed

and documented targeting 17 health
topics

29 initiatives supported
Since
2016

PARTNERS
Agence Universitaire de la Francophonie
– Agence Française de Développement - Fondation de l’Avenir - Asia eHealth Information
Network

76 beneficiary countries
All information and videos are available on
www.odess.io
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Budget: € 61,000

MALI
ACTIONS
• Arrange distance and faceto-face instruction
• Provide students with financial and logistical support
(scholarships)
• Disseminate key information to boost, plan,
implement and evaluate
eHealth projects
• Identify and support
eHealth ambassadors in
various countries, with a
common culture, to promote coordinated development of interoperable and
complementary solutions

Faced with the substantial number of
serious and persistent forms of skin disease
and the lack of specialised care in rural Africa,
the Fondation Pierre Fabre has made dermatology
a full-fledged area of intervention, with two priorities:
making teledermatology use widespread and
preventing cancers in people with albinism. Based on
locally implemented initiatives, the Foundation provides
operational and financial support and promotes
coordination and experience-sharing between
countries. The result is truly beneficial for the
populations concerned, with faster and better
treatment at lower cost.

Members of the National Association of Albinos in Togo.

DERMATOLOGY

D E R M ATO LO GY

CONTEXT
and challenges
ENORMOUS
NEEDS

VULNERABLE
POPULATIONS

In Mali, more than

According to the WHO, albinism is four
to five times more prevalent in sub-Saharan
Africa than in the rest of the world.
In sub-Saharan Africa,
this estimate ranges from

30%

of the population
suffers skin

diseases. In Togo, skin disease ranks
second in the reasons for medical
consultations1.

1 case per

5,000
people

Africa is in dire need
of dermatologists: there is only

and

1 case per

15,000
people3

1 DERMATOLOGIST
PER
EVERY 500,000
TO
1 MILLION
INHABITANTS

In 2015, for example, Mali had
only 10 dermatologists
per 17 million people2.
This scarcity of medical personnel is further
complicated by the physical and often
financial inability of people living in rural
areas to travel to urban centres to see
a dermatologist.

"

The risks of developing skin cancer
are extremely high and some studies
estimate that most people with albinism in
Africa die from skin cancer between the ages
of 30 and 404.

In addition to their physical concerns,
people with albinism are still subject
to severe segregation in Mali.

"

Lalla Aicha Diakité
President of the non-profit organisation Solidarité pour l’Insertion des Albinos du Mali
1 Report by Professor Ousmane Faye, Director of the Bamako Dermatology Hospital in Mali • 2 Skin-Related Neglected Tropical Diseases (SkinNTDs): A New Challenge - Roderick J. Hay, Kingsley Asiedu, 2019, Medical • 3 https://fr.africacheck.org • 4 Report by I. Ero, independent
expert for the United Nations, 2015
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Professor Saka of the Dermatology Department at Sylvanus
Olympio Teaching Hospital in Lomé, Togo.

KEY
EVENTS
2019

TOGO

2017

MALI

2019

BURKINA FASO

2016

BURKINA FASO

2019

TOGO

2016

TANZANIE/MALAWI

2018

TOGO/MAURITANIA

2015

MALI

2018

MALI

2015

TOGO

2017

MALI

Second African Teledermatology
Conference in Lomé.
Prevention and treatment of skin
diseases in people with albinism.
Prevention and treatment of skin
diseases in people with albinism.
Replication of the teledermatology
programme.
"TéléderMali" programme
implemented throughout Mali.
First African Teledermatology
Conference in Bamako.
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Prevention and early treatment of skin
cancer in people with albinism.
Support for the Persis Medical Centre
to help fight noma in Ouahigouya.
Prevention and early treatment of skin
cancer in people with albinism.
Pilot teledermatology programme
in three regions: "TéléderMali".
Support for the Tawaka non-profit
organisation to treat keloid scars at
the Tchannadé-Kara dispensary.

D E R M ATO LO GY
LISTEN TO OUR PODCAST
on dermatology with Professor Ousmane Faye, Director of the
Bamako Dermatology Hospital, and Ms Lalla Aïcha Diakité,
Chair of the albinism charity Solidarité pour l’Insertion des
Albinos au Mali (SIAM).

EXPANDING
ONto ADVANCEMENTS
address treatment shortfalls
Since 2015, the Fondation Pierre Fabre has been investing in
the field of teledermatology in order to develop a robust, longlasting intervention model. It also actively supports prevention
and treatment of skin cancer in people with albinism, who are
especially vulnerable and exposed to damage caused by the
sun’s rays.

IMPLEMENTING TELEDERMATOLOGY

Th e Fo n d a t i o n Pi e r re Fa b re s u p p o r t s t h re e
teledermatology initiatives, one each in Mali,
Mauritania and Togo (see interview opposite).
All are based on training health workers in the
most common dermatoses and on remote data
transmission (image transfer), making it possible to
submit more complex cases to expert dermatologists,
who can then make a diagnosis and determine
an appropriate treatment. These projects show
strong replication potential: in Mali, the initial
Télédermali project has been scaled up nationally
since 2018 with the objective being to cover Mali’s
ten regions via the country’s 80 peripheral health
centres. In 2019, 971 cases were managed using
telediagnosis. In parallel, agreements have been
signed with the ten regional health directors to have
this technique become a lasting part of the country’s
health system.
On 26 and 27 June 2019, the Second African
Teledermatology Conference in Lomé drafted a
progress report on the Malian, Mauritanian and
Togolese programmes and reviewed best practices
for implementing them in other countries, such as
Niger, where a fourth project is being studied.

AIDING PEOPLE WITH ALBINISM

The programmes the Foundation supports cover
prevention – information, free distribution of sunscreen
and hats – and treatment in five countries: Mali,
Tanzania, Malawi, Togo and Burkina Faso, to which
the Côte d’Ivoire should soon be added. In Mali and
Tanzania, the first countries in which the programmes
were implemented by the non-profit organisations
SIAM (Solidarité pour l’insertion des albinos au Mali)
and Standing Voice, the initiatives are entering a
new, more inclusive phase with respect to geographic
coverage and treatment (ophthalmology, psychosocialprofessional monitoring).

NEW SUPPORT PHASES

In 2019, the Foundation paved the way for the
formalisation of a new programme in Senegal: support
for teaching dermatopathology at Cheikh Anta Diop
University in Dakar. The Foundation will also help
improve the Bamako Dermatology Hospital in Mali,
so that it can be a Centre of Excellence in Dermatology
for the sub-region.

GOOD TO KNOW
Albinism and marginalisation
In sub-Saharan Africa, people with albinism face stigma; social, educational and professional
exclusion; and sometimes life-threatening superstitions or beliefs. The awareness-raising
initiatives implemented in the field are also designed to combat ignorance about the disease
and related prejudices.
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WATCH THE FILM
produced with our partner Standing Voice on the programme developed in
Tanzania for people with albinism.

3,798 PEOPLE

WITH ALBINISM
monitored through medical
appointments as part
of the project in Tanzania.
PR VINCENT PITCHÉ

Head of the Dermatology Department
at the Sylvanus Olympio Teaching
Hospital Complex in Lomé, Togo

What is the status of the teledermatology
and support programmes for people with
albinism in Togo?

with albinism, something that remains a blind spot in
our countries’ health and education policies. It also
sparked fruitful discussions, particularly on strengthening
dermatology educational resources, and united a
network of professionals and dermatologists from the
French-speaking West African region.

In 2019, we focused on implementing teledermatology:
we trained 40 health workers in 25 health centres and,
between May and December 2019,
520 cases were examined remotely
Dermatology is an
How are the intercountry
by dermatologists. The most common
excellent vector for
collaborative efforts evolving?
cases are receiving increasingly
South-South
improved treatment in the field and
Quite naturally, during project
only the most critical and most difficult
transfers: Malian experts provided ICT*
collaboration.
cases are reported using the platform.
training to our health workers and we
All with a positive impact on cost, quality and treatment
are currently talking with our Ivorian counterparts
turnaround time. With respect to albinism, we chose
who want to establish their own teledermatology
the model of the mobile clinic that moves from city to
project. Dermatology is an excellent vector for Southcity and, in 2019, we held 50 awareness sessions and
South collaboration and Togo has every intention of
performed 430 medical consultations. The most serious
contributing to that.
cases were referred to Lomé hospital.
* Information and communication technologies.

What were the highlights of the Second
Teledermatology Conference held in Togo?
This event gave our projects greater exposure before the
authorities and partners, especially as concerns people
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CURRENT
PROGRAMMES
remote diagnosis, training,
treatment, prevention

SEE THE REPORT
produced in Mali on the implementation of teledermatology.

TELEDERMATOLOGY
PROGRAMMES

ACTIONS
• Train 100 health workers in
simple cases and the use of
information and communication technologies to refer
complex cases
• Equip 50 health centres
• Develop a national guide
in diagnosis and treatment
of common dermatoses

Improve access to diagnosis
and treatment of skin diseases.

5 years

LEARN MORE

(2018-2022)

2019 RESULTS
• National diagnostic and
treatment guide created
and disseminated
• Start of the pilot phase at
20 health centres in four
Togo regions: Savanes,
Kara, Centrale and
Plateaux
• 40 health workers trained

Budget: € 125,227

TOGO

PARTNER
Togolese Society of Dermatology and
Sexually Transmitted Infections - SOTODERM.

MALI

(2018-2020)

PARTNERS
Bamako Dermatology Hospital - Telemedicine
Network for French-speaking Africa (RAFT) Bamako Faculty of Medicine, Pharmacy and
Odontostomatology (FM-POS) - Centre d’Expertise et de Recherche en Télédermatologie
et en E-Santé (CERTES)

LEARN MORE

MAURITANIA
ACTIONS
• Develop an electronic teledermatology platform
• Train health workers and
supply equipment to peripheral centres

2 years

(2018-2020)
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OBJECTIVES
• Coverage of 3 out of 6
Mauritanian regions
• 12 health structures involved in the programme
• 24 health workers trained
• 3,600 patients monitored
per year

PARTNERS
National Telemedicine Programme of Mauritania - Mauritanian Dermatology Society

Budget: € 152,000

2 years

IMPACT
• More than 1,100 cases
sent via the Bogou remote diagnosis platform
• 64 peripheral health
centres involved
• 87 agents trained in
common dermatoses
and use of digital tools

Budget: € 300,000

ACTIONS
• Decentralise skills and
capacity by training health
workers in diagnosing and
treating simple dermatosis
cases or common dermatoses, and in using information and communication
technologies to refer complex
cases
• Equip peripheral health
centres

PROGRAMMES FOR
PEOPLE WITH ALBINISM
Prevention and early treatment
of skin cancer.
LEARN MORE

LEARN MORE

ACTIONS
• Train dermatologists in
treating lesions
• Organise free medical
consultations
• Treat skin lesions
• Produce and distribute
sunscreen
• Help inform on and
prevent the risks of
developing skin cancers

(2016-2019)

PARTNERS
Non-profit organisation Solidarité pour
l’Insertion des Albinos du Mali – Bamako
Dermatology Hospital

2 years

(2019-2020)

LEARN MORE

PARTNERS
Burkinabè pour l’Intégration des Personnes
Albinos non-profit organisation - Yalgado
Ouédraogo Teaching Hospital Complex Burkinabé Society of Dermatology, Aesthetics
and Cosmetology - Ministry of Health and
Health Structures of the Centre-East Region

LEARN MORE

ACTIONS
• Establish mobile clinics
for consultations to detect
and treat skin diseases in
people with albinism
• Train community dermatologists in screening, treatment and minor surgery
• Offer awareness and
education sessions on sun
exposure
• Produce and distribute free
sunscreen and hats

(2016-2020)

PARTNER
Standing Voice

TOGO

IMPACT
• 11 of Tanzania’s 26
regions covered
• 3,798 patients monitored
by the programme
• 10,134 medical
consultations
• 350 free mobile clinics
implemented
• 50 community dermatologists trained
• 42,757 jars of sunscreen
produced and distributed

Budget: € 799,360

TANZANIA, MALAWI

4 years

IMPACT
• 180 people with albinism
targeted over two years
• 150,000 people benefited
from awareness programmes
• 27 dermatologists trained
in treating skin problems
and surgery on malignant
tumours
• 10 general practitioners
and 10 nurses trained in
skin-disease screening
• 5 members of the ABIPA
association trained in
awareness raising and
3 in producing sunscreen

ACTIONS
• Establish mobile clinics
for consultations to detect
and treat skin diseases in
people with albinism
• Train dermatologists, physicians and health workers
in screening, treatment and
minor surgery
• Offer awareness and
education sessions on sun
exposure
• Distribute free sunscreen
and hats

4 years

(2018-2021)
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2019 ACHIEVEMENTS
• 431 patients seen in
medical consultation
• 286 treatments of
precancerous lesions
• 605 jars of sunscreen
distributed
• 4 awareness campaigns

PARTNERS
National Association of Albinos in Togo – Togolese Society of Dermatology and Sexually
Transmitted Infections - SOTODERM.

Budget: € 260,451

3 years

IMPACT
• 12 health workers trained
in information and awareness in 6 Mali regions
• 1,937 medical consultations performed since the
project began
• 518 patients registered
• 6,555 jars of sunscreen
produced by association
members

Budget: € 95,057

MALI

ACTIONS
• Establish mobile clinics
for consultations to detect
and treat skin diseases in
people with albinism
• Train dermatologists, physicians and health workers
in screening, treatment and
minor surgery
• Offer awareness and
education sessions on sun
exposure
• Distribute free sunscreen
and hats

Budget: € 89,232

BURKINA FASO

LEARN MORE
about the Foundation and the key chapters in its history.

BOARD
of directors
Fondation Pierre Fabre is overseen by a Board of Directors that meets at least twice annually. The Board establishes guidelines,
approves strategic projects and ensures the proper management of the Foundation. It has 14 members divided into three colleges.

THE COUNCIL OF FOUNDERS

Mr Pierre-Yves Revol,
President of the Fondation Pierre Fabre

Mr Jacques Fabre,
Secretary of the Fondation Pierre Fabre

Ms Huong Mangin,
CEO of companies

Mr Francis Piquemal,
former Administrator of companies

Mr Jacques Godfrain,
Treasurer of the Fondation Pierre Fabre
(former Minister for Cooperation)

Mr Jean-Pierre Marcantoni,
Doctor of Medicine specialising
in Cardiology

EX-OFFICIO MEMBERS

Ms Catherine Ferrier,
Spokesperson for the French Interior
Minister, Prefect of Tarn

Mr Christophe Farnaud,
Spokesperson for the Minister of Europe and Foreign Affairs,
Director of North Africa and the Middle East in the Central
Administration of the Ministry of Europe and Foreign Affairs
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CO-OPTED MEMBERS

Mr Alain Mérieux,
Doctor of Pharmacy, President of the
Mérieux Institute

Mr Bertrand Parmentier,
former managing director
of companies

Mr Luong N’Guyen,
Doctor of Medicine specialising
in Ophthalmology

Mr Daniel Havis,
President of Matmut mutual
insurance company

Mr Pierre Teillac,
Professor of Urology

Mr François Challeil,
Honorary Notary

SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE

MANAGEMENT

The scientiﬁc committee of eminent scientists offers and provides advisory
opinions on key guidelines and action programmes.

Under the leadership of the Director General, the management team suggests
programmes and initiatives to the Board and ensures that programmes are
implemented, coordinated and monitored.

PRESIDENT, DOCTOR JEAN-PIERRE MARCANTONI, Cardiologist
PROFESSOR JEAN CROS, Pharmacologist
PROFESSOR DAPA DIALLO, Haematologist and Head of CRLD in Bamako
(Mali)
PROFESSOR MARC GENTILINI, Specialist in infectious and tropical diseases,
Professor Emeritus at the Pitié Salpétrière Hospital, Member of the Academy
of Medicine, which he chaired in 2008, Founding President of the Pan
African Organization for the Fight against AIDS (OPALS) and Chairman of
the French Red Cross from 1997 to 2004
PROFESSOR GÉRARD LORETTE, Professor Emeritus of Dermatology
PROFESSOR GIL TCHERNIA, Haematologist and Honorary Professor in the
Faculty of Medicine, University of Paris XI
PROFESSOR MICHEL VIDAL, Pharmacochemist and Director of the Peptides
and Peptidomimetics for Anti-Angiogenesis Laboratory at UMR 8638
CNRS - University of Paris Descartes
DR CLAIRE RIEUX, Haematologist at the Henri Mondor Hospital and adviser
on epidemiology and humanitarian medicine
DR BERNARD VALLAT, Veterinary surgeon and former Director General of
OIE (the World Organisation for Animal Health)
DR JEAN-MARTIN COHEN SOLAL, Physician, former General Delegate of
the Mutualité Française

BÉATRICE GARRETTE, Executive Director
ÉLODIE MONTAGNE-MOULIS, General Secretary
JEAN-PAUL CAUBÈRE, Scientiﬁc Director
VÉRONIQUE TEYSSIE, Head of Programmes
GUILLAUME FESTIVI, Director of Communication
ÉMILIE LAURESSERGUES, Research Ofﬁcer
PROFESSOR FRANÇOISE NEPVEU, Scientiﬁc Adviser
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of thePARTNERS
Fondation Pierre Fabre
LOCAL PARTNERS
AND BENEFICIARIES
In Burkina Faso
• Saint-Camille Hospital
• The Schiphra Medical
Centre, Ouagadougou
• The Haematology
Laboratory of the University
of Health Sciences,
Ouagadougou
• The Sickle Cell Initiative
Committee for Burkina
(CID/B)
• The Souro Sanou Hospital
Centre, Bobo-Dioulasso
• Secondary Sickle Cell
Disease Treatment Centre,
Bobo-Dioulasso
• Persis Ouahigouya Centre
• The Yalgado Ouédraogo
Teaching Hospital Complex
– Ouagadougou
• The National Association
for the Integration of
Persons with Albinism in
Burkina Faso (ANIPA)
• The Burkinabé Society of
Dermatology, Aesthetics
and Cosmetology
In Cambodia
• The University of Health
Sciences, Cambodia
• The Faculty of Pharmacy,
Phnom Penh
In Côte d’Ivoire
• Institut Pasteur
• The Yopougon d’Abidjan
Teaching Hospital Complex
In Cameroon
• The Essos Hospital Centre,
Yaoundé (CNPS)
• The Institut Pasteur in
Cameroon
• The Sickle Cell Disease
Study Group in Cameroon
(GEDRE PACAM)
In the Central African
Republic
• Association of Women
Lawyers of the Central
African Republic

• Amitié Sino-Centrafricaine
Teaching Hospital
• Sickle Cell Anaemia
Research and Treatment
Centre (CRTD)
In the Democratic
Republic of the Congo
• Health centres supported
by the IECD in Pointe Noire
In Guinea
• SOS Drépanocytaires
Guinée Association
In Haiti
• The Haiti State University
Hospital (HUEH)
• The University Hospital of
Peace (HUP)
• The Saint-Damien
Children’s Hospital
• The Sickle Cell Anaemia
Association of Haiti (AAFH)
In Laos
• The University of Health
Sciences, Laos
• The Faculty of Pharmacy,
Vientiane
• The Faculty of Nursing
Science, Laos
• The National College of
Midwifery
In Lebanon
• The Medical/Social Centre,
Khaldieh
• The Medical/Social Centre,
Kefraya
• Lebanese Association of
Knights of Malta
In Madagascar
• The University of
Antananarivo
• The Malagasy Institute of
Applied Research (IMRA)
• The HJRA Hospital,
Antananarivo
In Mali
• The Ministry of Health and
Social Affairs
• The Sickle Cell Disease
Research Centre, Bamako

(CRLD)
• Bamako Hospital of
Dermatoloty
• Faculty of Medicine,
Pharmacy and
Odontostomatology
(FMPOS), Bamako
• Centre d’Expertise et de
Recherche en Télémédecine
et en E-Santé (CERTES)
• Solidarité pour l’Insertion
des Albinos du Mali (SIAM)
In Mauritania
• Mauritanian Dermatology
Society
• National Telemedecine
Programme of Mauritania
In the Democratic
Republic of the Congo
• The Monkole Hospital,
Kinshasa
• Bulenga Hospital Centre
• Panzi Foundation DRC
In Senegal
• Gaston Berger University,
Saint-Louis, Senegal
In Tanzania
• Standing Voice
In Togo
• The University of Lomé
• Togolese Dermatology
Society (SOTODERM)
• National Association of
Togolese Albinos (ANAT)
In Vietnam
• The University of Pharmacy,
Hanoi
• The University of Pharmacy
and Medecine, Ho Chi
Minh City
NON-PROFIT
ORGANISATIONS AND
NETWORKS SUPPORTED
BY FONDATION
PIERRE FABRE IN 2019
• Action Santé Solidarité
Afrique
• Association pour le
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Développement de
l’Education et de la
Psychologie en Asie
(ADEPASE)
• Groupe d’Intervention
d’Hématologie Association
• Alliance Mondiale contre
le Cancer
• Amitiés Solidaires
• The South-West
Paris Association for
Dermatologist In-service
Medical Training and
Assessment (ASFORMED)
• EDE AYITI Association
• France-Guinée Association
• Lao Anakhod Association
• Order of Malta in Lebanon
Association
• Red Blood Cell Disease
Action Association
(SAMG)
• Tawaka Association
• CODEV Occitanie
Association
• Comité de coopération
Castres-Huye Rwanda
• The Standing Committee
for Developing Countries
(COPED)
• Douleurs Sans Frontières
• Montpellier Institute of
Molecular Genetics
• European Institute
for Cooperation and
Development (IECD)
• Kania Mod’Action
• La chaîne de l’Espoir
• Occitanie coopération
• The Toulouse Oncopole
(AMCC)
• Pan African Organisation
for the Fight against AIDS
(OPALS)
• Relais France-Europe de la
Fondation Max Cadet
• Telemedicine Network for
French-speaking Africa
(RAFT)
• The Sickle Cell Study
Group in Central Africa
(REDAC)
• The Castres eHealth
Summer University
• World Francophone Digital
University (UNFM - WFDU)
• Sauver la Face

INSTITUTIONAL AND
FINANCIAL PARTNERS
•A
 FD – Agence Française de
Développement
•A
 UF – the Agency
of French-Speaking
Universities
•A
 sia eHealth Information
Network (AeHIN)
• Campus France
• Coopération internationale
de la Principauté de
Monaco
• F ondation de l’Avenir pour
la recherche médicale
• F ondation Dr Denis
Mukwege
• F ondation Mérieux
• F ondation Panzi RDC
• The Henri Mondor Hospital
– Créteil
• The Mali Ministry of Public
Health and Social Affaires
• INSERM - French National
Institute of Health and
Medical Research
• Institut Francophone pour
la Justice et la Démocratie –
Louis Joinet
• F rench Ministry of Europe
and Foreign Affairs (MEAE)
•B
 urkina Faso Ministry of
Health
• The Madagascar Ministry
of Higher Education and
Scientific Research
• World Health Organization
• Central African Ministry
of Public Health and
Population
• Central African Ministry
of Economy, Planning and
International Cooperation

FRENCH UNIVERSITIES
• Faculty of Pharmacy - AixMarseille University
• UFR for Pharmaceutical
Sciences and Health
Engineering – University of
Angers
• UFR for Pharmaceutical
Sciences – University of
Bordeaux
• Faculty of Pharmaceutical
and Biological Sciences University Paris Descartes
• Faculty of Pharmaceutical
Sciences - Paul Sabatier
University Toulouse III
• Grenoble Alpes University
• University of Limoges
Faculty of Pharmacy - AixMarseille University
• UFR for Pharmaceutical
Sciences and Health
Engineering – University of
Angers
• UFR for Pharmaceutical
Sciences – University of
Bordeaux
• Faculty of Pharmaceutical
and Biological Sciences University Paris Descartes
• Faculty of Pharmaceutical
Sciences - Paul Sabatier
University Toulouse III
• Grenoble Alpes University
• University of Limoges
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ENVIRONMENTAL RESPONSIBILITY
In order to offset the CO2 emissions generated by its activities,
the Fondation Pierre Fabre contributes to a reforestation project at
Ranopiso in the Fort Dauphin region of Madagascar.
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IMPROVING HEALTHCARE IN THE GLOBAL SOUTH
Administrative headquarters
Domaine d’En Doyse – Route de Saint-Sulpice
81500 Lavaur
Phone: +33(0)5 63 83 12 90
E-mail: contact@fondationpierrefabre.org
Registered Office
15 rue Théron-Périé
81100 Castres
WWW. FONDATIONPIERREFABRE.ORG
WWW.ODESS.IO

